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Temptations of Faust is a theoretical analysis of the conceptual paradigms that
allowed German fascism to emerge in a highly civilized nation. Analyzing these
paradigms through the dual lens of Thomas Mann's novel Doctor Faustus, his
self-confessed parable of fascism about the avant-garde composer Adrian
Leverknhn, and Theodor W. Adorno's Philosophy of Modern Music, this cultural
study draws on aesthetic, sociohistorical, political, and philosophical discourses
to conclude that German fascism is at once continuous and discontinuous with
the emancipatory ambitions of modernity. Drawing on Adorno's sociohistorical
critique of avant-garde music, Cobley connects Leverknhn's radical aesthetic
innovation with Hitler's radical reconfiguration of Germany's administrative
apparatus and discovers that postmodern processes of fragmentation may well
remain complicit with the totalizing tendencies they seek to disrupt. This lucid
and sophisticated book demonstrates that Doctor Faustus provides a more astute
understanding of German fascism than Mann is usually given credit for.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A remarkable amalgam of detailed reading, sound historical scholarship, and theoretical
sophistication...What Professor Cobley has done is to read Mann's Doctor Faustus as a master-text in which
can be deciphered a virtual cultural, political, and ideological history of Germany and beyond. Her historico-
conceptual reach extends from Beethoven to postmodernism, even as her constant focus is a single book
considered as a parable of fascism.'

(Geoffrey Harpham, Department of English, Tulane University)

About the Author
Evelyn Cobley is a professor in the Department of English at the University of Victoria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Temptations of Faust: The Logic of Fascism and
Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important any book Temptations of Faust: The Logic of Fascism and
Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Sherry Stevens:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Temptations of Faust: The
Logic of Fascism and Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Temptations of Faust: The
Logic of Fascism and Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity become your starter.



Leslie Woodson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Temptations of Faust: The Logic of
Fascism and Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still skepticism Temptations of Faust: The Logic of Fascism and Postmodern Archaeologies of
Modernity as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Maas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Temptations of Faust: The Logic of Fascism and Postmodern Archaeologies of Modernity when you
necessary it?
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