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Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus revivifies the complex question of fate
and freedom in the tragedies of the famous Greek playwright. Starting with
Sartre’s insights about radical existential freedom, this book shows that
Aeschylus is concerned with the ethical ramifications of surrendering our lives to
fatalism (gods, curses, inherited guilt) and thoroughly interrogates the plays for
their complex insights into theology and human motivation. But can we reconcile
the radical freedom of existentialism and the seemingly fatal world of tragedy,
where gods and curses and necessities wreak havoc on individual autonomy? If
forces beyond our control or comprehension are influencing our lives, what
happens to choice? How are we to conceive of ethics in a world studiously
indifferent to our choices?

In this book, author Ric Rader demonstrates that few understood the importance
of these questions better than the tragedians, whose literature dealt with a central
theological concern: What is a god? And how does god affect, impinge upon, or
even enable human freedom? Perhaps more importantly: If god is dead, is
everything possible, or nothing? Tragedy holds the preeminent position with
regard to these questions, and Aeschylus, our earliest surviving tragedian, is the
best witness to these complex theological issues.
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tragedies of the famous Greek playwright. Starting with Sartre’s insights about radical existential freedom,
this book shows that Aeschylus is concerned with the ethical ramifications of surrendering our lives to
fatalism (gods, curses, inherited guilt) and thoroughly interrogates the plays for their complex insights into
theology and human motivation. But can we reconcile the radical freedom of existentialism and the
seemingly fatal world of tragedy, where gods and curses and necessities wreak havoc on individual
autonomy? If forces beyond our control or comprehension are influencing our lives, what happens to choice?
How are we to conceive of ethics in a world studiously indifferent to our choices?

In this book, author Ric Rader demonstrates that few understood the importance of these questions better
than the tragedians, whose literature dealt with a central theological concern: What is a god? And how does
god affect, impinge upon, or even enable human freedom? Perhaps more importantly: If god is dead, is
everything possible, or nothing? Tragedy holds the preeminent position with regard to these questions, and
Aeschylus, our earliest surviving tragedian, is the best witness to these complex theological issues.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Rader teaches Latin and Greek at Montgomery Bell Academy, USA. He was Visiting Assistant
Professor in the Department of Classics at the University of California at Santa Barbara, USA. Prior to
UCSB he held a Mellon Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship at USC. He is co-editor of The Enigmatic
Context: Approaches to Greek Drama (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

Here thing why this kind of Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical
Studies) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus:
Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) in e-book can be your choice.

Leslie Bennett:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Catherine Estey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos



(Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Kimberly Dyer:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs
in Classical Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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