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"This is a robust text - challenging and provocative and one which students will
benefit from reading. Layder guides the reader through a large body of relevant
literature. He draws attention to the strengths and weaknesses of particular
approaches as he sees them and he is not afraid to offer his own judgements on
the issues and problems he addresses."

 - Professor John Eldridge, University of Glasgow

 "One of the most comprehensive, incisive and readable treatments of the macro-
micro problem now available."

- Professor Paul Colomy, University of Denver

This is a revised, updated and enlarged version of the accessible, authoritative
first edition - a jargon-free textbook that provides an introduction to the core
issues in social theory. It includes:

Chapter previews, summaries and a glossary of key terms.●

A 'problem focus' that encourages students to acquire skills of argument and●

discussion.
A concluding chapter relating theory to social domains.●

Relevant examples from everyday life to illustrate key theoretical issues. ●

It is essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students of social and
sociological theory. 
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Editorial Review

Review
`Not simply an account, it is also an argument...Not only did Layder's book make me think it made me want
to ask questions about his coverage and argue with him.... Layder's is a book which I would refer a student
who was interested in and thinking hard about theory; perhaps I should also direct to it those students who
need to be made to think about theory' - Ian Craib, British Journal of Sociology 'Derek Layder's
Understanding Social Theory, provides one of the most comprehensive, incisive, and readable treatments of
the micro-macro problem now available' - Professor Paul Colomy, University of Denver 'This is a robust text
- challenging and provocative and one which students will benefit from reading. Derek Layder guides the
reader through a large body of relevant literature. He draws attention to the strengths and weaknesses of
particular approaches as he sees them and he is not afraid to offer his own judgements on the issues and
problems he addresses' - Professor John Eldridge, University of Glasgow

Review
`Not simply an account, it is also an argument...Not only did Layder′s book make me think it made me want
to ask questions about his coverage and argue with him.... Layder′s is a book which I would refer a student
who was interested in and thinking hard about theory; perhaps I should also direct to it those students who
need to be made to think about theory′ - Ian Craib, British Journal of Sociology

′Derek Layder′s Understanding Social Theory, provides one of the most comprehensive, incisive, and
readable treatments of the micro-macro problem now available′ - Professor Paul Colomy, University of
Denver

′This is a robust text - challenging and provocative and one which students will benefit from reading. Derek
Layder guides the reader through a large body of relevant literature. He draws attention to the strengths and
weaknesses of particular approaches as he sees them and he is not afraid to offer his own judgements on the
issues and problems he addresses′ - Professor John Eldridge, University of Glasgow

About the Author

Derek Layder is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of Leicester and Honorary Professor of
Health and Life Sciences and De Montfort University. He was awarded a doctorate by the London School of
Economics in 1976. Appointed Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Leicester in 1974 and promoted to
Reader in 1995, he became Professor in 1997 and Emeritus Professor from 2002. He has held several visiting
academic positions and has also held honorary visiting appointments at The Australian National University
(as a Humanities Research Fellow) and the University of Western Sydney (as Eminent Research Visitor). He
taught in areas of social theory, social psychology, social research methods and the philosophy of social
sciences. He has published numerous academic articles and 12 books. Among his books, in the area of the
philosophy of social science, he is the author of The Realist Image in Social Science (1990); in social theory,
he has written Understanding Social Theory (second edition, 2006), as well as Modern Social Theory (1997).
On research strategies and methods, he has authored New Strategies in Social Research (1993), Sociological
Practice (1998), and Doing Excellent Small-Scale Research (2013). He has also written on intimacy,
emotion and self-identity, including Emotion in Social Life (2004), Social & Personal Identity (2004) and
Intimacy & Power (2009). 



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Lee:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Understanding Social Theory. Try to stumble through
book Understanding Social Theory as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Emma Patterson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Understanding Social Theory provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Spencer Fuentes:

You may get this Understanding Social Theory by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Tony Valdez:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Understanding Social Theory to make your
own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It
is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Understanding
Social Theory can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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