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Since Adobe Houses for Today first appeared, interest in energy efficiency has
exploded. Showing the pathway to smaller, solar tempered, easy-to-heat homes
using adobe, one of the world's most energy efficient building materials, makes
this book about adobe houses not only for today, but also for tomorrow. Adobe
Houses for Today features 12 plans for compact, beautifully proportioned adobe
homes in modern and traditional styles. The richly illustrated text shows how the
basic houses, designed for today's smaller families, can be expanded and adapted
to fit readers' own budgets, family sizes, style preferences, and building sites.
After a brief look at adobe's rich history, Adobe Houses for Today surveys
adobe's advantages as a building material, illustrates adobe construction, and
gives an eye-opening tour through the facts and fantasies of energy conservation.
The heart of the book details the plans, using them as examples of design
techniques that increase livability and control costs in any house. The book and
its minimal-cost construction drawings are valuable, enjoyable tools for those
buying, building, or remodeling a house. With this new edition, which includes
an additional chapter with stories from people who have built the houses,
construction drawings are now available for some of the expanded versions.
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Since Adobe Houses for Today first appeared, interest in energy efficiency has exploded. Showing the
pathway to smaller, solar tempered, easy-to-heat homes using adobe, one of the world's most energy efficient
building materials, makes this book about adobe houses not only for today, but also for tomorrow. Adobe
Houses for Today features 12 plans for compact, beautifully proportioned adobe homes in modern and
traditional styles. The richly illustrated text shows how the basic houses, designed for today's smaller
families, can be expanded and adapted to fit readers' own budgets, family sizes, style preferences, and
building sites. After a brief look at adobe's rich history, Adobe Houses for Today surveys adobe's advantages
as a building material, illustrates adobe construction, and gives an eye-opening tour through the facts and
fantasies of energy conservation. The heart of the book details the plans, using them as examples of design
techniques that increase livability and control costs in any house. The book and its minimal-cost construction
drawings are valuable, enjoyable tools for those buying, building, or remodeling a house. With this new
edition, which includes an additional chapter with stories from people who have built the houses,
construction drawings are now available for some of the expanded versions.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Most library users are interested in homes using traditional construction methods, but comprehensive
collections should offer information about alternative technologies. These three titles offer good options.
Pearson offers instructions to build yurts, tipis, and benders all dwellings that consist of a collapsible,
lightweight frame covered with cloth. Examples range from simple, temporary designs to much sturdier
structures appropriate for year-round use. The examples are from all over the world, but brief instructions
allow anyone to build a rather exotic structure inexpensively. The Sanchezes provide a wealth of information
about the history and techniques associated with the use of adobe, an ancient material common in the
Southwest. Twelve plans for both traditional and modern homes are included some of which look
surprisingly conventional to the casual observer. This title will be of particular interest to readers in the more
arid regions of North America. Mackie, a well-known author and educator of log home-building techniques,
shows how to construct a log home in a low-impact, environmentally friendly manner. The homes shown are
beautiful, with a great deal of exposed joinery; Mackie's step-by-step instructions and excellent illustrations
show how everything is done (the author, who is in his mid-seventies, is still building homes a feat that many
half his age would find taxing). These titles are recommended for comprehensive collections or for those
with a regional interest in the particular technology covered.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'...a wealth of information about the history and techniques associated with the use of adobe.' --Library
Journal

'Helpful for anyone buying, building, or remodeling an adobe house as well as for contractors, drafters, and
real estate brokers.' --Book News

'...a fascinating wealth of information and lore.' --The Bookwatch

From the Author
We are gratified by the following early comments that have come in from readers:

"Wow! Adobe Houses for Today has been set loose on the Market. . . .The book is everything we have been
looking for the past thirty years. It starts with about 100 pages of general information with lots of great
photographs, about everything anyone would need to know about adobe. . . . Subtitled ‘Flexible Plans for
Your Adobe Home,’ they are not kidding. Each house can be built in several iterations, usually in several
different styles." --Head of Northern New Mexico Community College’s adobe construction program

"Hey, I stayed up all night last night reading your book." -- Bernalillo, NM, adobe builder

"I met the Sanchez’s this week end and reviewed the book. It is a winner and has a lot of thought and care to
it . . . a good buy full of information." -- Santa Fe Solaradobe architect

"The book is a gem. The plans are everything that I was looking for . . . They are carefully thought out and
indeed flexible. Kudos to Alex and Laura Sanchez for a remarkable book." -- Adobe bulletin board poster

"I received the book five days ago and have read it two times. Meets all my expectations, anxieties, and I



totally agree with your philosophy. Thanks for a great book." -- Reader in Santa Cruz, CA

". . . some of the best floor plans we’ve seen. This book is long overdue and is a boon to the owner-builder or
small contractor." -- Adobe instructor and publisher

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

The publication with title Adobe Houses for Today: Flexible Plans for Your Adobe Home includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Brian Freeman:

This Adobe Houses for Today: Flexible Plans for Your Adobe Home is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Adobe Houses for Today: Flexible Plans for Your Adobe Home in your hand like having
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Rebecca Wheeler:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Adobe Houses for Today: Flexible Plans
for Your Adobe Home can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Willa Killeen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Adobe Houses for Today: Flexible Plans for
Your Adobe Home was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Adobe
Houses for Today: Flexible Plans for Your Adobe Home has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill



out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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