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In 2010, Haiti was ravaged by a brutal earthquake that affected the lives of
millions. The call to assist those in need was heard around the globe. Yet two
years later humanitarian efforts led by governments and NGOs have largely
failed. Resources are not reaching the needy due to bureaucratic red tape, and
many assets have been squandered. How can efforts intended to help the
suffering fail so badly? In this timely and provocative book, Christopher J. Coyne
uses the economic way of thinking to explain why this and other humanitarian
efforts that intend to do good end up doing nothing or causing harm. In addition
to Haiti, Coyne considers a wide range of interventions. He explains why the
U.S. government was ineffective following Hurricane Katrina, why the
international humanitarian push to remove Muammar Gaddafi in Libya may very
well end up causing more problems than prosperity, and why decades of efforts
to respond to crises and foster development around the world have resulted in
repeated failures. In place of the dominant approach to state-led humanitarian
action, this book offers a bold alternative, focused on establishing an
environment of economic freedom. If we are willing to experiment with
aid?asking questions about how to foster development as a process of societal
discovery, or how else we might engage the private sector, for instance?we
increase the range of alternatives to help people and empower them to improve
their communities. Anyone concerned with and dedicated to alleviating human
suffering in the short term or for the long haul, from policymakers and activists
to scholars, will find this book to be an insightful and provocative reframing of
humanitarian action.
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In 2010, Haiti was ravaged by a brutal earthquake that affected the lives of millions. The call to assist those
in need was heard around the globe. Yet two years later humanitarian efforts led by governments and NGOs
have largely failed. Resources are not reaching the needy due to bureaucratic red tape, and many assets have
been squandered. How can efforts intended to help the suffering fail so badly? In this timely and provocative
book, Christopher J. Coyne uses the economic way of thinking to explain why this and other humanitarian
efforts that intend to do good end up doing nothing or causing harm. In addition to Haiti, Coyne considers a
wide range of interventions. He explains why the U.S. government was ineffective following Hurricane
Katrina, why the international humanitarian push to remove Muammar Gaddafi in Libya may very well end
up causing more problems than prosperity, and why decades of efforts to respond to crises and foster
development around the world have resulted in repeated failures. In place of the dominant approach to state-
led humanitarian action, this book offers a bold alternative, focused on establishing an environment of
economic freedom. If we are willing to experiment with aid?asking questions about how to foster
development as a process of societal discovery, or how else we might engage the private sector, for
instance?we increase the range of alternatives to help people and empower them to improve their
communities. Anyone concerned with and dedicated to alleviating human suffering in the short term or for
the long haul, from policymakers and activists to scholars, will find this book to be an insightful and
provocative reframing of humanitarian action.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Coyne attempts to explain why conventional approaches to humanitarian aid and longer term economic
development have failed miserably . . . Recommended." (M. Q. Dao)

"Coyne's message is desperately needed within the development community. He develops a systematic
theory that enables us to better understand foreign intervention, expertly revealing its application in a wide
range of countries over time." (Benjamin Powell, Professor of Economics Texas Tech University)

"Insanity has been defined as doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different result.
Bringing public choice and Austrian economics to bear, Coyne explains why conventional approaches to
humanitarian aid and longer-term economic development have failed miserably?and how to avoid repeating
the same mistakes." (William F. Shughart II, J. Fish Smith Professor in Public Choice Utah State University)

"Coyne is to be congratulated for a book that strongly calls into question the conventional wisdom that we
must look first to government to accomplish humanitarian ends." (George Leef Regulation Magazine)

"If you seek to assist people in need because of chronic poverty or natural calamities, steer clear of
government aid programs and provide the assistance directly or via private organizations. Government aid
programs have a proven record of failure, which is not coincidental, but systematic, owing to faulty
knowledge and perverse political incentives. Christopher Coyne's new book provides the relevant facts and
analysis to understand this important matter." (Robert Higgs, Senior Fellow in Political Economy The
Independent Institute)

"Coyne offers a classic neo-liberal economic analysis to explain why the humanitarian project in its current
state is doomed." (Zoe Cormack)

About the Author
Christopher J. Coyne is the F.A. Harper Professor of Economics at George Mason University and the
Associate Director of the F. A. Hayek Program for Advanced Study in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics
at the Mercatus Center. He is the author of After War: The Political Economy of Exporting Democracy ,
coauthor of Media, Development, and Institutional Change, and coeditor of The Handbook on the Political
Economy of War.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candice Foushee:

The knowledge that you get from Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails is the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action
Fails giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This



kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Doing Bad by Doing
Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails instantly.

Dan Flood:

This book untitled Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Scott Marin:

The book untitled Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Lavone Anderson:

Beside this specific Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from today!
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