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While board games can appear almost primitive in the digital age, eurogames--
also known as German-style board games--have increased in popularity nearly
concurrently with the rise of video games. Eurogames have simple rules and
short playing times and emphasize strategy over luck and conflict. This book
examines the form of eurogames, the hobbyist culture that surrounds them, and
the way that hobbyists experience the play of such games. It chronicles the
evolution of tabletop hobby gaming and explores why hobbyists play them, how
players balance competitive play with the demands of an intimate social
gathering, and to what extent the social context of the game encounter shapes the
playing experience. Combining history, cultural studies, leisure studies, ludology,
and play theory, this innovative work highlights a popular alternative trend in the
gaming community.
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While board games can appear almost primitive in the digital age, eurogames--also known as German-style
board games--have increased in popularity nearly concurrently with the rise of video games. Eurogames have
simple rules and short playing times and emphasize strategy over luck and conflict. This book examines the
form of eurogames, the hobbyist culture that surrounds them, and the way that hobbyists experience the play
of such games. It chronicles the evolution of tabletop hobby gaming and explores why hobbyists play them,
how players balance competitive play with the demands of an intimate social gathering, and to what extent
the social context of the game encounter shapes the playing experience. Combining history, cultural studies,
leisure studies, ludology, and play theory, this innovative work highlights a popular alternative trend in the
gaming community.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A valuable study of eurogames and eurogame hobbyists...represents a significant achievement, for both its
author as well as game studies." --Mia Consalvo, Ph.D., author of Cheating: Gaining Advantage in
Videogames

"A conclusive counter to the false notion that motivation for game playing is all about winning and losing." -
-Lewis Pulsipher, Ph.D., Game Designer

About the Author
Stewart Woods is an assistant professor of communication studies at the University of Western Australia and
a postdoctoral research fellow at Curtin University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Eurogames: The Design, Culture and Play of
Modern European Board Games publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
Eurogames: The Design, Culture and Play of Modern European Board Games as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Danny Jarosz:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Eurogames: The Design, Culture and Play of Modern European Board Games can be your answer
as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Brunner:

The book untitled Eurogames: The Design, Culture and Play of Modern European Board Games contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you



can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
learn.

Jared Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Eurogames: The Design, Culture and
Play of Modern European Board Games.
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