
Historic Fort York, 1793-1993

By Carl Benn

Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 By Carl Benn

Fearing an American invasion of Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe had Fort
York built in 1793 as an emergency defensive measure. That act became the first
step in the founding of modern Toronto.

Twenty years later, the Fort was the scene of the bloody Battle of York in which
the famous American explorer, Zebulon Pike, died leading U.S. forces against
the Fort’s outnumbered Canadian, British and Aboriginal defenders. The
Americans won this battle – their first major victory in the War of 1812 – and
torched the province’s public buildings during a six-day occupation. A year later,
British forces retaliated by capturing Washington and burning its government
buildings, including the White House.

Rebuilt in time to drive off another American attack in 1814, Fort York was
maintained through the 1880s to guard against internal unrest and potential
American annexation. Even after its defences became obsolete, Fort York
continued to serve as barracks and training grounds for the Toronto garrison until
the 1930s, when it reopened as a historic site museum.

In this book, Carl Benn explores the dramatic roles Fort York played in the
frontier war of the 1790s, the birth of Toronto, the War of 1812, the Rebellion of
1837 and the defence of Canada during the American Civil War, and describes
how Toronto’s most important heritage site came to be preserved as a tangible
link to Canada’s turbulent military past.
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Editorial Review

Review
Without question, Fort York is Toronto's most important historic site and now, thanks to Carl Benn, its
definitive history has been written in a clear, concise and entertaining style. (Mike Filey The Toronto Sun)

Benn's scholarly work ... is a local history of a high and provocative kind, casting a searchlight on a patch of
Toronto's historical terrain that has many a surprising nook and dell in it. (John Bentley Mays The Globe and
Mail)

Fearing an American invasion of Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe had Fort York built in 1793 as an
emergency defensive measure. That act became the first step in the founding of modern Toronto.

Twenty years later, the Fort was the scene of the bloody Battle of York in which the famous American
explorer, Zebulon Pike, died leading U.S. forces against the Fort's outnumbered Canadian, British and
Aboriginal defenders. The Americans won this battle – their first major victory in the War of 1812 – and
torched the province's public buildings during a six-day occupation. A year later, British forces retaliated by
capturing Washington and burning its government buildings, including the White House.

Rebuilt in time to drive off another American attack in 1814, Fort York was maintained through the 1880s to
guard against internal unrest and potential American annexation. Even after its defences became obsolete,
Fort York continued to serve as barracks and training grounds for the Toronto garrison until the 1930s, when
it reopened as a historic site museum.

In this book, Carl Benn explores the dramatic roles Fort York played in the frontier war of the 1790s, the
birth of Toronto, the War of 1812, the Rebellion of 1837 and the defence of Canada during the American
Civil War, and describes how Toronto's most important heritage site came to be preserved as a tangible link
to Canada's turbulent military past.

About the Author
Carl Benn was born, raised and educated in Toronto. He has worked in the heritage field for about twenty
years and presently is the Curator of Military and Marine History for the Toronto Historical Board. He also
teaches on a part-time basis at the University of Toronto and has published a large number of historical and
museological articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Historic Fort York, 1793-1993. Try to stumble through book
Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book



makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ivory Hughes:

This Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 can be among the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Historic Fort York, 1793-1993
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Betty Brown:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Historic Fort York,
1793-1993 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you could pick Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 become your own personal starter.

Gene Conley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Historic Fort York, 1793-1993 as good book but not only by
the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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