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Authoritative, compelling, and provocative, Ideas That Changed the World
presents the big themes in philosophy and history, and reveals how certain ideas
have shaped our civilization. One of the most respected historians writing today,
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto offers an unashamedly personal analysis on a wide
range of ideas -- from the afterlife to taboo foods -- that will keep readers
enthralled.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Ideas are at least as powerful agents for change as material exigencies, economic needs, environmental
constraints, and all the other proposed determinants." So writes noted Oxford historian Fernandez-Armesto
in this overview of scores of ideas dating back to prehistoric times. The ideas examined are not always
soothing or progressive: cannibalism ("typically...human and cultural"); a revival of interest in ancient
Egyptian magic during the Renaissance (useful because ultimately "alchemy fed into chemistry, astrology
into astronomy"); and anti-Semitism. The book is culturally inclusive: the Zen concept of Mu (the way
masters "baffled their pupils into enlightenment") is here, as is jihad. Each idea is examined in a generously
illustrated two-page spread, with suggested readings and links to other ideas in the book. This wide-ranging
volume offers great browsing and a panoply of ideas for consideration.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This copiously illustrated book begins more than 30 millennia ago and portrays human history as the product
of a series of intellectual and conceptual discoveries. The author shows how our ancestors pulled themselves
out of prehistory by realizing that symbols could be used to express ideas; by grasping that what we see is
not necessarily what is--by, in short, having the big idea that the world operates according to rules that can be
understood. By extending the history of ideas to prehistory (most histories of ideas "start late in the day, with
the invention of writing"), Fernandez-Armesto offers a wealth of insights and new ways of looking at human
evolution. That's not to say, however, that he doesn't cover more modern ground. Key intellectual moments
in the development of science, government, society, and religion are all surveyed in accessible prose and
with hundreds of fascinating illustrations. This is obviously not the last word on the history of ideas, but it
makes a fascinating place to start. David Pitt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto is a member of the Faculty of Modern History at Oxford University and has held
posts as visiting professor at several institutions in the United States and Europe. He is the author of more
than ten books, including Truth: A History and a Guide For the Perplexed and The Times World Atlas of
Exploration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Ideas That Changed the World book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Ideas That Changed the
World content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Ideas
That Changed the World is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Gloria Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
Ideas That Changed the World.

Larry Parrish:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Ideas That Changed the World why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Cara Shaver:

The book untitled Ideas That Changed the World contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her
idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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