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Sangoel is a refugee. Leaving behind his homeland of Sudan, where his father
died in the war, he has little to call his own other than his name, a Dinka name
handed down proudly from his father and grandfather before him. 

When Sangoel and his mother and sister arrive in the United States, everything
seems very strange and unlike home. In this busy, noisy place, with its escalators
and television sets and traffic and snow, Sangoel quietly endures the fact that no
one is able to pronounce his name. Lonely and homesick, he finally comes up
with an ingenious solution to this problem, and in the process he at last begins to
feel at home. 

Written by the authors of the acclaimed Four Feet, Two Sandals, this poignant
story of identity and belonging will help young readers understand the plight of
the millions of children in the world who are refugees. 
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Sangoel is a refugee. Leaving behind his homeland of Sudan, where his father died in the war, he has little to
call his own other than his name, a Dinka name handed down proudly from his father and grandfather before
him. 

When Sangoel and his mother and sister arrive in the United States, everything seems very strange and
unlike home. In this busy, noisy place, with its escalators and television sets and traffic and snow, Sangoel
quietly endures the fact that no one is able to pronounce his name. Lonely and homesick, he finally comes up
with an ingenious solution to this problem, and in the process he at last begins to feel at home. 

Written by the authors of the acclaimed Four Feet, Two Sandals, this poignant story of identity and
belonging will help young readers understand the plight of the millions of children in the world who are
refugees. 
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 1–3—When eight-year-old Sangoel comes to the United States from war-torn Sudan, everyone
mispronounces his Dinka name until he has the bright idea to make a rebus of a sun and a soccer goal on his
T-shirt. This simple story puts a child-friendly spin on a common immigrant experience as the child's
classmates respond with similar puzzle pictures of their own names. Stock's mixed-media illustrations
include scenes from the sun-drenched refugee camp, the U.S. airport with its confusing messages, and the
family's new home in a snowy city. The diversity of the boy's schoolmates is evident in Stock's skillfully
detailed watercolor and collage illustrations. An endnote gives more information about refugees and refugee
camps as well as about Dinka naming practices. This picture book by the authors of Four Feet, Two Sandals
(Eerdmans, 2007) is an excellent addition to the growing body of immigration stories for young
readers.—Kathleen Isaacs, Children's Literature Specialist, Pasadena, MD
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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School Library Journal
"This simple story puts a child-friendly spin on a common immigrant experience. . . an excellent addition to
the growing body of immigration stories for young readers."
 
Kirkus Reviews
"A sensitively written, hope-filled immigrant story. . . Though a skinny eight-year-old with downcast eyes,
Sangoel is such a picture of quiet dignity that readers will come away admiring his courage and self-
possession."
 
BookPage
"This is the gentle story of one refugee boy from Sudan and his adjustment to life in his new country, the
United States. . . Through soft watercolors and the occasional torn photo or fabric collage, Stock's



illustrations let the reader understand exactly how Sangoel is feeling and what a tremendous challenge it is to
move to a new country and continent. . . Most schools in America have refugee children or children who are
adjusting to a new culture and language; this is a book. . . that should help build compassion in many
classrooms."

About the Author

Karen Lynn Williams has written several books about the difficult lives of children around the world,
including Galimoto, Tap-Tap, and Circles of Hope. Karen has lived in Haiti and Malawi, and currently lives
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Khadra Mohammed is the executive director of the Pittsburgh Refugee Center and has worked with refugees
both in the U.S. and abroad for more than twenty years. She and Karen Lynn Williams previously
collaborated on the acclaimed Four Feet, Two Sandals. Kh

Catherine Stock is the author and illustrator of Where Are You Going, Manyoni? (Morrow) and Gugu's
House (Clarion). She has illustrated numerous other books, including Karen Lynn Williams's Galimoto and
the Gus and Grandpa series of books by Claudia Mills. She lives in New York and France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

The book My Name Is Sangoel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book My Name Is Sangoel? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book My Name Is Sangoel has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Vicky Moore:

The experience that you get from My Name Is Sangoel may be the more deep you digging the information
that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but My Name Is Sangoel giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular My Name Is Sangoel instantly.



David Colon:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline My Name Is
Sangoel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled My Name Is Sangoelis the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Howard:

The book with title My Name Is Sangoel includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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