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Walter Jackson Bate's canonical 1939 study of Keats's concept of negative
capability is a genealogical treatise that unearths the socio-political, aesthetic,
and intellectual composition of Keats's most famous poetic idea. He discloses its
relation to Hazlitt's idea of "gusto" and to Shakespearean notions of
impersonality and intensity while also demonstrating how negative capability
presages Bergson's conceptual interpretation of intellect and intuition. Bate
reveals how the key elements of Keats's poetic concept are disinterestedness,
sympathy, impersonality, and dramatic poetry, defining negative capability as
"the ability to negate or lose one's identity in something larger than oneself - a
sympathetic openness to the concrete reality without, an imaginative
identification, a relishing and understanding of it." With 'negative capability,'
Keats railed against the rampant egotism of his epoch and challenged the
certainty of its claims to knowledge. While embracing reality, Keats urged the
necessity of abiding in uncertainties, mysteries, and doubts. This new edition
brings back into print Bate's indispensable work and features an introduction by
the distinguished Italian poet, playwright, and literary critic Maura Del Serra.
With its republication, Eliot's proclamation on Keats is given new force: that
"there is hardly one statement of Keats about poetry which ... will not be found to
be true..."
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treatise that unearths the socio-political, aesthetic, and intellectual composition of Keats's most famous
poetic idea. He discloses its relation to Hazlitt's idea of "gusto" and to Shakespearean notions of
impersonality and intensity while also demonstrating how negative capability presages Bergson's conceptual
interpretation of intellect and intuition. Bate reveals how the key elements of Keats's poetic concept are
disinterestedness, sympathy, impersonality, and dramatic poetry, defining negative capability as "the ability
to negate or lose one's identity in something larger than oneself - a sympathetic openness to the concrete
reality without, an imaginative identification, a relishing and understanding of it." With 'negative capability,'
Keats railed against the rampant egotism of his epoch and challenged the certainty of its claims to
knowledge. While embracing reality, Keats urged the necessity of abiding in uncertainties, mysteries, and
doubts. This new edition brings back into print Bate's indispensable work and features an introduction by the
distinguished Italian poet, playwright, and literary critic Maura Del Serra. With its republication, Eliot's
proclamation on Keats is given new force: that "there is hardly one statement of Keats about poetry which ...
will not be found to be true..."
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Walter Jackson Bate was Abbott Lawrence Lowell Professor of the Humanities at Harvard University. He
authored several books, including "The Achievement of Samuel Johnson", winner of the Christian Gauss
Award of Phi Beta Kappa in 1956.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Negative
Capability: On the Intuitive Approach in Keats? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Lauren Graves:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Negative Capability: On the Intuitive
Approach in Keats book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Daryl Glover:

You can get this Negative Capability: On the Intuitive Approach in Keats by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.



Tammy Campbell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Negative Capability: On the Intuitive Approach in
Keats was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Negative Capability: On the
Intuitive Approach in Keats has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading which.
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