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One hundred years ago, architects found in the medium of photography—so good
at representing a building’s lines and planes—a necessary way to promote their
practices. It soon became apparent, however, that photography did more than
reproduce what it depicted. It altered both subject and reception, as architecture
in the twentieth century was enlisted as a form of mass communication.

Claire Zimmerman reveals how photography profoundly influenced architectural
design in the past century, playing an instrumental role in the evolution of
modern architecture. Her “picture anthropology” demonstrates how buildings
changed irrevocably and substantially through their interaction with photography,
beginning with the emergence of mass-printed photographically illustrated texts
in Germany before World War II and concluding with the postwar age of
commercial advertising. In taking up “photographic architecture,” Zimmerman
considers two interconnected topics: first, architectural photography and its
circulation; and second, the impact of photography on architectural design. She
describes how architectural photographic protocols developed in Germany in the
early twentieth century, expanded significantly in the wartime and postwar
diaspora, and accelerated dramatically with the advent of postmodernism.

In modern architecture, she argues, how buildings looked and how photographs
made them look overlapped in consequential ways. In architecture and
photography, the modernist concepts that were visible to the largest number over
the widest terrain with the greatest clarity carried the day. This richly illustrated
work shows, for the first time, how new ideas and new buildings arose from the
interplay of photography and architecture—transforming how we see the world
and how we act on it.
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One hundred years ago, architects found in the medium of photography—so good at representing a
building’s lines and planes—a necessary way to promote their practices. It soon became apparent, however,
that photography did more than reproduce what it depicted. It altered both subject and reception, as
architecture in the twentieth century was enlisted as a form of mass communication.

Claire Zimmerman reveals how photography profoundly influenced architectural design in the past century,
playing an instrumental role in the evolution of modern architecture. Her “picture anthropology”
demonstrates how buildings changed irrevocably and substantially through their interaction with
photography, beginning with the emergence of mass-printed photographically illustrated texts in Germany
before World War II and concluding with the postwar age of commercial advertising. In taking up
“photographic architecture,” Zimmerman considers two interconnected topics: first, architectural
photography and its circulation; and second, the impact of photography on architectural design. She
describes how architectural photographic protocols developed in Germany in the early twentieth century,
expanded significantly in the wartime and postwar diaspora, and accelerated dramatically with the advent of
postmodernism.

In modern architecture, she argues, how buildings looked and how photographs made them look overlapped
in consequential ways. In architecture and photography, the modernist concepts that were visible to the
largest number over the widest terrain with the greatest clarity carried the day. This richly illustrated work
shows, for the first time, how new ideas and new buildings arose from the interplay of photography and
architecture—transforming how we see the world and how we act on it.
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Editorial Review

Review

 "This book is a wonderful, deeply researched, occasionally irreverent contribution to the English-language
scholarship on modern architecture in Germany, with networks extending to the United States and England.
An essential demonstration of the complex role(s) played by photography in the development of modern
architecture in general that readily translates to other contexts, it will no doubt become a key reference in a
scholarly milieu increasingly concerned with the interaction of architecture and media." —Reinhold Martin,
Columbia University

"Claire Zimmerman argues that not only did photography become in the twentieth century the principal way
through which architecture was made known, but that at the same time photography brought about a shift in
the aesthetics of architecture. This is an original and deeply-considered book that sets out a number of new
ideas about modern architecture and its relationship to photography." —Adrian Forty, University College
London  

"A serious and provocative work that brings a new approach to an interdisciplinary topic of increasing
interest: the relationship between media and architecture."—ARLIS/NA

"An indispensable repository of scholarly understanding of modernism in architecture, its photography, and
the intricacies of their mutual relationship."—CHOICE

"An evocative narration, constructed from a series of representative case studies emerging or unstable
moments in the recent history of architecture."—Arquilecturas

"Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century is a delightful tour de force that examines the
interdisciplinary relationship between photography and architecture."—Traditional Dwellings and
Settlements Review 

About the Author

Claire Zimmerman is associate professor of architectural history at the University of Michigan. She is the
author of Mies van der Rohe, 1886–1969: The Structure of Space and coeditor of Neo-avant-garde and
Postmodern: Postwar Architecture in Britain and Beyond.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rubye Carter:

The book Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You



may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Photographic Architecture in
the Twentieth Century to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a reserve Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Phyllis Ramirez:

This Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century without we understand teach the one who
reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Photographic Architecture in
the Twentieth Century can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Photographic Architecture in the
Twentieth Century having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Colton Fierros:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Paul Steinbach:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
Photographic Architecture in the Twentieth Century when you needed it?
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