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Read the foreword by Mara Soetoro-Ng

President Barack Obama’s mother, S. Ann Dunham, was an economic
anthropologist and rural development consultant who worked in several countries
including Indonesia. Dunham received her doctorate in 1992. She died in 1995,
at the age of 52, before having the opportunity to revise her dissertation for
publication, as she had planned. Dunham’s dissertation adviser Alice G. Dewey
and her fellow graduate student Nancy I. Cooper undertook the revisions at the
request of Dunham’s daughter, Maya Soetoro-Ng. The result is Surviving against
the Odds, a book based on Dunham’s research over a period of fourteen years
among the rural metalworkers of Java, the island home to nearly half Indonesia’s
population. Surviving against the Odds reflects Dunham’s commitment to
helping small-scale village industries survive; her pragmatic, non-ideological
approach to research and problem solving; and her impressive command of
history, economic data, and development policy. Along with photographs of
Dunham, the book includes many pictures taken by her in Indonesia.

After Dunham married Lolo Soetoro in 1967, she and her six-year-old son,
Barack Obama, moved from Hawai‘i to Soetoro’s home in Jakarta, where Maya
Soetoro was born three years later. Barack returned to Hawai‘i to attend school in
1971. Dedicated to Dunham’s mother Madelyn, her adviser Alice, and “Barack
and Maya, who seldom complained when their mother was in the field,”
Surviving against the Odds centers on the metalworking industries in the
Javanese village of Kajar. Focusing attention on the small rural industries
overlooked by many scholars, Dunham argued that wet-rice cultivation was not
the only viable economic activity in rural Southeast Asia.

Surviving against the Odds includes a preface by the editors, Alice G. Dewey and
Nancy I. Cooper, and a foreword by her daughter Maya Soetoro-Ng, each of
which discusses Dunham and her career. In his afterword, the anthropologist and
Indonesianist Robert W. Hefner explores the content of Surviving against the
Odds, its relation to anthropology when it was researched and written, and its
continuing relevance today.
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President Barack Obama’s mother, S. Ann Dunham, was an economic anthropologist and rural development
consultant who worked in several countries including Indonesia. Dunham received her doctorate in 1992.
She died in 1995, at the age of 52, before having the opportunity to revise her dissertation for publication, as
she had planned. Dunham’s dissertation adviser Alice G. Dewey and her fellow graduate student Nancy I.
Cooper undertook the revisions at the request of Dunham’s daughter, Maya Soetoro-Ng. The result is
Surviving against the Odds, a book based on Dunham’s research over a period of fourteen years among the
rural metalworkers of Java, the island home to nearly half Indonesia’s population. Surviving against the
Odds reflects Dunham’s commitment to helping small-scale village industries survive; her pragmatic, non-
ideological approach to research and problem solving; and her impressive command of history, economic
data, and development policy. Along with photographs of Dunham, the book includes many pictures taken
by her in Indonesia.

After Dunham married Lolo Soetoro in 1967, she and her six-year-old son, Barack Obama, moved from
Hawai‘i to Soetoro’s home in Jakarta, where Maya Soetoro was born three years later. Barack returned to
Hawai‘i to attend school in 1971. Dedicated to Dunham’s mother Madelyn, her adviser Alice, and “Barack
and Maya, who seldom complained when their mother was in the field,” Surviving against the Odds centers
on the metalworking industries in the Javanese village of Kajar. Focusing attention on the small rural
industries overlooked by many scholars, Dunham argued that wet-rice cultivation was not the only viable
economic activity in rural Southeast Asia.

Surviving against the Odds includes a preface by the editors, Alice G. Dewey and Nancy I. Cooper, and a
foreword by her daughter Maya Soetoro-Ng, each of which discusses Dunham and her career. In his
afterword, the anthropologist and Indonesianist Robert W. Hefner explores the content of Surviving against
the Odds, its relation to anthropology when it was researched and written, and its continuing relevance today.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
"Surviving against the Odds is a work of very fine scholarship grounded in a deep understanding of
Indonesia. Reading it, I learned a great deal about economic anthropology, blacksmithing (across a range of
dimensions, from the supernatural to metallurgy), local life and labor in the Javanese village of Kajar, and
the remarkable welter of development schemes and projects in play during the long period of S. Ann
Dunham's research. Dunham knew the arcane world of development very well and her account of it is
fascinating and important."--Donald Brenneis, University of California, Santa Cruz, past president of the
American Anthropological Association

From the Back Cover
"The greetings that the village women exchanged with Mom conveyed an intimacy that made clear they had
fully taken each other's measure. Their connection had been established to a sufficient degree for laughter to
be easy. Mom had come to a real understanding with them, it seemed, and not just the women; she was
welcomed and trusted by all. This made me proud, I remember, for many of the same reasons my pride
swells at the sight of my brother, our president; Mom too moved with such ease through every world, and
people opened up at the sight of her smile."--Maya Soetoro-Ng, daughter of S. Ann Dunham and sister of
President Barack Obama, from the foreword

About the Author

S. Ann Dunham (1942–1995), mother of President Barack Obama and Maya Soetoro-Ng, earned her
undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral degrees, all in anthropology, from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.
Dunham spent years working on rural development, microfinance, and women’s welfare through
organizations including USAID, the World Bank, the Ford Foundation, the Indonesian Federation of Labor
Unions, and Bank Rakyat Indonesia. Alice G. Dewey, an Indonesianist, is Professor Emeritus of
Anthropology at the University of Hawai‘i. Nancy I. Cooper is Adjunct Associate Professor of Anthropology
at the University of Hawai‘i. Maya Soetoro-Ng has a doctorate in international comparative education from
the University of Hawai‘i and teaches high-school history in Honolulu. Robert W. Hefner is Professor of
Anthropology and Associate Director of the Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs at Boston
University. He is President of the Association for Asian Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia. Try
to make book Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia as your buddy. It means that it can
to become your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you



can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Cheryl Taylor:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Surviving
Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Sharon Garcia:

This book untitled Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.

Betty Guinn:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Surviving Against the Odds: Village
Industry in Indonesia is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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