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Neighbors of the better-known Itza in the central Petén lakes region of
Guatemala, the Kowoj Maya have been studied for little more than a decade. The
Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late Postclassic Petén,
Guatemala summarizes the results of recent research into this ethno-political
group conducted by Prudence Rice, Don Rice, and their colleagues.

Chapters in The Kowoj address the question "Who are the Kowoj?" from varied
viewpoints: archaeological, archival, linguistic, ethnographic, and
bioarchaeological. Using data drawn primarily from the peninsular site of
Zacpetén, the authors illuminate Kowoj history, ritual components of their self-
expressed identity, and their archaeological identification. These data support the
Kowoj claim of migration from Mayapán in Yucatán, where they were probably
affiliated with the Xiw, in opposition to the Itza. These enmities extended into
Petén, culminating in civil warfare by the time of final Spanish conquest in 1697.

The first volume to consider Postclassic Petén from broadly integrative
anthropological, archaeological, and historical perspectives, The Kowoj is an
important addition to the literature on late Maya culture and history in the
southern lowlands. It will be of particular interest to archaeologists, historians,
ethnohistorians, art historians, and epigraphers. Mesoamerican Worlds Series
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Neighbors of the better-known Itza in the central Petén lakes region of Guatemala, the Kowoj Maya have
been studied for little more than a decade. The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late
Postclassic Petén, Guatemala summarizes the results of recent research into this ethno-political group
conducted by Prudence Rice, Don Rice, and their colleagues.

Chapters in The Kowoj address the question "Who are the Kowoj?" from varied viewpoints: archaeological,
archival, linguistic, ethnographic, and bioarchaeological. Using data drawn primarily from the peninsular site
of Zacpetén, the authors illuminate Kowoj history, ritual components of their self-expressed identity, and
their archaeological identification. These data support the Kowoj claim of migration from Mayapán in
Yucatán, where they were probably affiliated with the Xiw, in opposition to the Itza. These enmities
extended into Petén, culminating in civil warfare by the time of final Spanish conquest in 1697.

The first volume to consider Postclassic Petén from broadly integrative anthropological, archaeological, and
historical perspectives, The Kowoj is an important addition to the literature on late Maya culture and history
in the southern lowlands. It will be of particular interest to archaeologists, historians, ethnohistorians, art
historians, and epigraphers. Mesoamerican Worlds Series
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Editorial Review

Review

". . . . Substantially enhances our understanding of Petén, its peoples, and its history. This book should attract
a broad readership for its nuanced examination of material reflections of identity in a complex and shifting
sociopolitical landscape."
- John S. Henderson, American Anthropologist

About the Author

Prudence M. Rice and Don S. Rice have co-directed research into the Maya occupation of the Petén lakes
region of Guatemala for more than thirty-five years. The Kowoj is based on their archaeological and
historical investigations, begun in 1994, of the sixteenth- to eighteenth-century political geography of the
region. They are co-editors, with Arthur Demarest, of The Terminal Classic in the Maya Lowlands (UPC).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in
Late Postclassic Petén, Guatemala (Mesoamerican Worlds) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suited book with you?

Olga Harrington:

The book untitled The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late Postclassic Petén, Guatemala
(Mesoamerican Worlds) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Samuel Brooks:

This The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late Postclassic Petén, Guatemala (Mesoamerican
Worlds) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of



knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late Postclassic Petén,
Guatemala (Mesoamerican Worlds) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Scott Tucker:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
The Kowoj: Identity, Migration, and Geopolitics in Late Postclassic Petén, Guatemala (Mesoamerican
Worlds) when you essential it?
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