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Sheis best known for her curve, the witch of Agnesi, which appearsin aimost all
high school and undergraduate math books. She was a child prodigy who
frequented the salon circuit, discussing mathematics, philosophy, history, and
music in multiple languages. She wrote one of the first vernacular textbooks on
calculus and was appointed chair of mathematics at the university in Bologna. In
later years, however, she became a prominent figure within the Catholic
Enlightenment, gave up the academic world, and devoted herself to the poor, the
sick, the hungry, and the homeless. Indeed, the life of Maria Agnesi revealsa
complex and enigmatic figure—one of the most fascinating charactersin the
history of mathematics.

Using newly discovered archival documents, Massimo Mazzotti reconstructs the
wide spectrum of Agnesi's social experience and examines her relationshipsto
various traditions—religious, political, social, and mathematical. This meticulous
study shows how she and her fellow Enlightenment Catholics modified tradition
in an effort to reconcile aspects of modern philosophy and science with
traditional morality and theology.

Mazzotti's original and provocative investigation is also the first targeted study of
the Catholic Enlightenment and its influence on modern science. He argues that
Agnesi'slife isthe perfect lens through which we can gain a greater
understanding of mid-eighteenth-century cultural trends in continental Europe.
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Sheis best known for her curve, the witch of Agnesi, which appearsin aimost al high school and
undergraduate math books. She was a child prodigy who frequented the salon circuit, discussing
mathematics, philosophy, history, and music in multiple languages. She wrote one of the first vernacular
textbooks on calculus and was appointed chair of mathematics at the university in Bologna. In later years,
however, she became a prominent figure within the Catholic Enlightenment, gave up the academic world,
and devoted hersdlf to the poor, the sick, the hungry, and the homeless. Indeed, the life of Maria Agnesi
reveals a complex and enigmatic figure—one of the most fascinating charactersin the history of
mathematics.

Using newly discovered archival documents, Massimo Mazzotti reconstructs the wide spectrum of Agnesi's
social experience and examines her relationships to various traditions—religious, political, social, and
mathematical. This meticulous study shows how she and her fellow Enlightenment Catholics modified
tradition in an effort to reconcile aspects of modern philosophy and science with traditional morality and
theology.

Mazzotti's original and provocative investigation is also the first targeted study of the Catholic
Enlightenment and its influence on modern science. He argues that Agnesi's lifeis the perfect lens through
which we can gain a greater understanding of mid-eighteenth-century cultural trends in continental Europe.
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Editorial Review
Review

The overall result is micro-history at its best, and a history of mathematics that is narrated, asit always
should be, through the broader history of the people and places that made this particular science what it is.

(J.B. Shank The Mathematical Intelligencer)

Mazzotti'stext is many things: well written, historically detailed, and descriptive. What stands out is his
depiction of Maria Gaetana Agnesi as humble, kind, and mathematically talented.

(Kathleen A. Acker, Ph.D. Convergence)

A welcome contribution to both an understanding of Maria Agnesi and life in the 1700s.

(Choice)

A nuanced and well-documented historical narrative that restores to us a key personage in eighteenth-century
science and spirituality, combining cultural and political history with the history of the family.

(Brendan Dooley Catholic Historical Review)

Mazzotti's book succeeds admirably in pushing beyond this summary judgment?the same that judges her
curve 'insignificant"to find in Agnesi's approach to mathematics a way to open awhole world of eighteenth?
century life and thought that supported her choices.

(Joan L. Richards Isis)

Mazzotti’ s account of the rise and fall of arelatively non-gendered intellectual environment in the early
eighteenth century thus sheds light on arare instance in which the Catholic Church actually advocated
women'’s equality. The strangeness of that phenomenon aone renders his work an interesting addition to the
history of science.

(Josipa G. Petrunic British Journal for the History of Science)

This book is both alife and atimes; it will have many readers.

(Dorinda Outram American Historical Review)

Mazzotti's treatment of her is by far the most sophisticated biography that we have of this fascinating
woman... Hisbook is a cultura history of mathematics at its best.



(Paula Findlen Historia Mathematica)
About the Author

Massimo M azzotti teaches history of science at the University of California, Berkeley, where heis aso the
director of the Office for History of Science and Technology. Heis editor of Knowledge as Social Order:
Rethinking the Sociology of Barry Barnes.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Rodgers:

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi,
Mathematician of God will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

James Oliver:

Here thing why this The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God are different and reputable
to beyours. First of all studying abook is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful asfood or not. The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The World of
Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God in e-book can be your alternate.

Shawn Howe:

The event that you get from The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The World of Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of
God giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in selected way that can
be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The World of Maria
Gaetana Agnesi, Mathematician of God instantly.



Kimberly Towe:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The World of Maria Gaetana
Agnesi, Mathematician of God that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you can pick The World of Maria Gagtana Agnesi, Mathematician of
God become your personal starter.
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