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Contemporary Islamic thinkers are often studied sociologically rather than as
theologians. There are many accessible introductions to Christian theologians,
but very few such studies of Islamic thinkers. This book, and this series, seeks to
change this situation: offering new introductions to influential Islamic thinkers
and engaging, at the level of ideas, with the rich depths of contemporary Islamic
theology. This book introduces to the English-speaking world the leading modern
Islamic thinker Said Nursi (1878-1960) - who has some nine million followers in
modern day Turkey and around the world. After an opening chapter that provides
an overview of his life, the next four chapters outline the theology of Nursi on
God, the Qur'an, the West and Politics. The final section provides an invaluable
resource of readings from Nursi's most important writings. Providing an
introduction to a major form of Islam which is committed to non-violence,
dialogue and constructive relationships with the West, this is the first student
textbook to introduce a contemporary Islamic theologian in a systematic way.
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Contemporary Islamic thinkers are often studied sociologically rather than as theologians. There are many
accessible introductions to Christian theologians, but very few such studies of Islamic thinkers. This book,
and this series, seeks to change this situation: offering new introductions to influential Islamic thinkers and
engaging, at the level of ideas, with the rich depths of contemporary Islamic theology. This book introduces
to the English-speaking world the leading modern Islamic thinker Said Nursi (1878-1960) - who has some
nine million followers in modern day Turkey and around the world. After an opening chapter that provides
an overview of his life, the next four chapters outline the theology of Nursi on God, the Qur'an, the West and
Politics. The final section provides an invaluable resource of readings from Nursi's most important writings.
Providing an introduction to a major form of Islam which is committed to non-violence, dialogue and
constructive relationships with the West, this is the first student textbook to introduce a contemporary
Islamic theologian in a systematic way.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This invaluable and important book should increase Western understanding of Islam considerably, and
enable readers to study a modern Muslim theologian at first hand.' Keith Ward, University of Oxford, UK
'Birinci and Markham have provided an invaluable service in this collection of primary texts and a
commentary on Said Nursi, one of the greatest Muslim theologians of the modern period. This book will
serve interfaith scholarship as well as those studying Islam. Most importantly, this book details a face of
Islam that fails to hit the headlines: non-violent and socially-engaged.' Gavin D'Costa, University of Bristol,
UK ' ... a fascinating rendition of the life and thought of this important 20th century Muslim theologian. They
present Nursi's perspectives on God and scripture, spirituality and pluralism, with sensitivity, appreciation
and a keen persuasion of the importance of his original contributions to Islamic perceptions of the world of
nature and the realm of the divine.' Jane Smith, Harvard Divinity School, USA 'Readers will be able to
acquaint themselves directly with Nursi's mode of argumentation, which depends heavily on parables and
imagined conversations between a believer and a sceptic.' Journal of Shi'a Islamic Studies

About the Author
The Very Rev Ian Markham is Dean and President of Virginia Theological Seminary and Professor of
Theology and Ethics. He is the author and editor of numerous books, including: Understanding Christian
Doctrine, (Blackwell 2007), A World Religions Reader, Second edition (Blackwell, 2000), Do Morals
Matter? (Blackwell, 2006), Globalization, Ethics and Islam (2005), A Theology of Engagement (Blackwell,
2004), September 11: Religious Perspectives and Consequences (2002), Theological Liberalism (2002),
Encountering Religion (Blackwell, 1998), and Truth and the Reality of God (1998). He is a priest in the
Episcopal Church. Suendam Birinci Pirim is a PhD candidate through Hartford Seminary's joint doctoral
program with the University of Exeter in England. Her area of study is comparative theologies with a focus
on Christianity and Islam. She is the book review editor of the Muslim World (published by Wiley-
Blackwell) and has published in Reviews in Religion and Theology. She was involved in the Wabash
Center's grant to Hartford Seminary on 'Pedagogies of Interfaith Dialogue'. She has taught graduate courses
on different aspects of Islam and interfaith dialogue and worked with various organizations in the US
orchestrating and participating in dialogue projects. She is a Muslim.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled An Introduction to Said Nursi: Life, Thought, and Writings. Try to make
the book An Introduction to Said Nursi: Life, Thought, and Writings as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.



Brian Ramos:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
An Introduction to Said Nursi: Life, Thought, and Writings.

Russell Pittman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving An Introduction to Said
Nursi: Life, Thought, and Writings that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick An Introduction to Said Nursi: Life,
Thought, and Writings become your own personal starter.

Beverly Thomas:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book An Introduction to Said Nursi: Life, Thought, and Writings was filled
about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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