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The celebrity is an ambiguous figure in contemporary culture. Simultaneously
celebrated and denigrated, stars represent not only the embodiment of success,
but also the ultimate construction of false value. They are apeculiar form of
public subjectivity that negotiates the tension between a democratic culture of
access and a consumer capitalist culture of excess. Celebrity and Power examines
this dynamic, questioning the cultural forces behind our need to become
endlessly embroiled with the construction and collapse of celebrities. Through
detailed analysis of figures from Tom Cruise to Oprah Winfrey to the
commercial pop music sensation New Kids on the Block, author and cultural
critic P. David Marshall investigates the general public’s desire to associate with
celebrity. He examines various kinds of stars, questioning the needs each type
fulfillsin our lives and relating these needs to particular entertainment media.
Marshall asks why enigmatic, distant stars popul ate the silver screen while
television constructs approachable “ everyman” figures and popular music
features audience-identified celebrity personalities. He looks at the significance
of stars who amass cultlike followings as well as those who appear to prompt
outright rejection.Celebrity and Power identifies the forces that have envel oped
the devel opment of democratic culture and their partial resolution through a
redefined public sphere populated by celebrities. Marshall argues that the new
concern with the masses that characterizes modern capitalism promotes figures
who can be seen as part of the crowd but who are articulated asindividuals. As
such, they provide amodel of self-differentiation that furthers an economy in
which product consumption is thought to bestow individualism and
personality.Bridging the fields of media studies, film studies, communications,
and popular culture, Marshall’ s volume is a unique resource for students and
researchersin all of these disciplines as well asfor the general reader.P. David
Marshall is director of the Mediaand Cultural Studies Centre in the Department
of English, University of Queensland in Australia.
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The celebrity is an ambiguous figure in contemporary culture. Simultaneously celebrated and denigrated,
stars represent not only the embodiment of success, but also the ultimate construction of false value. They
are apeculiar form of public subjectivity that negotiates the tension between a democratic culture of access
and a consumer capitalist culture of excess. Celebrity and Power examines this dynamic, questioning the
cultural forces behind our need to become endlessly embroiled with the construction and collapse of
celebrities. Through detailed analysis of figures from Tom Cruise to Oprah Winfrey to the commercia pop
music sensation New Kids on the Block, author and cultural critic P. David Marshall investigates the general
public’s desire to associate with celebrity. He examines various kinds of stars, questioning the needs each
type fulfillsin our lives and relating these needs to particular entertainment media. Marshall asks why
enigmatic, distant stars populate the silver screen while television constructs approachable “ everyman”
figures and popular music features audience-identified celebrity personalities. He looks at the significance of
stars who amass cultlike followings as well as those who appear to prompt outright rejection.Celebrity and
Power identifies the forces that have envel oped the development of democratic culture and their partial
resolution through a redefined public sphere populated by celebrities. Marshall argues that the new concern
with the masses that characterizes modern capitalism promotes figures who can be seen as part of the crowd
but who are articulated as individuals. As such, they provide amodel of self-differentiation that furthers an
economy in which product consumption is thought to bestow individualism and personality.Bridging the
fields of media studies, film studies, communications, and popular culture, Marshall’s volume is a unique
resource for students and researchersin all of these disciplines as well as for the general reader.P. David
Marshall is director of the Media and Cultural Studies Centre in the Department of English, University of
Queendland in Australia.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The author examines the various kinds of stars, questioning the needs each type fulfillsin our lives and
relating these needs to particular entertainment media.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Faye Wilson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Celebrity And Power: Fame and
Contemporary Culture to read.

Lawrence Howe:

This Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This
kind of Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Celebrity And Power: Fame and
Contemporary Culture can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Celebrity And Power: Fame and
Contemporary Culture having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

DianeWorrdl:

This book untitled Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.



Kevin Porter:

The guide untitled Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture is the publication that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Celebrity And Power: Fame
and Contemporary Culture from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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