
Changing Politics in Japan

By Ikuo Kabashima, Gill Steel

Changing Politics in Japan By Ikuo Kabashima, Gill Steel

Changing Politics in Japan is a fresh and insightful account of the profound
changes that have shaken up the Japanese political system and transformed it
almost beyond recognition in the last couple of decades. Ikuo Kabashima?a
former professor who is now Governor of Kumamoto Prefecture?and Gill Steel
outline the basic features of politics in postwar Japan in an accessible and
engaging manner. They focus on the dynamic relationship between voters and
elected or nonelected officials and describe the shifts that have occurred in how
voters respond to or control political elites and how officials both respond to, and
attempt to influence, voters. The authors return time and again to the theme of
changes in representation and accountability.

Kabashima and Steel set out to demolish the still prevalent myth that Japanese
politics are a stagnant set of entrenched systems and interests that are
fundamentally undemocratic. In its place, they reveal a lively and dynamic
democracy, in which politicians and parties are increasingly listening to and
responding to citizens' needs and interests and the media and other actors play a
substantial role in keeping democratic accountability alive and healthy.
Kabashima and Steel describe how all the political parties in Japan have adapted
the ways in which they attempt to organize and channel votes and argue that
contrary to many journalistic stereotypes the government is increasingly acting in
the "the interests of citizens"?the median voter's preferences.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is rich in detail and provides a valuable summary of all of the tumultuous events that have
occurred in Japanese politics since the early 1990s. A major strength of the book lies precisely in its broad
sweep . . . . The authors provide a refreshingly balanced account that points not only to institutional but also
to longer term socio-economic factors as drivers of change in Japanese politics."?Reiko Kage, Social Science
Japan Journal (Summer 2011)

"The study is concise and well documented with many statistics and other sources. The authors 'set out to
demolish further the once prevalent myth that Japanese politics are a stagnant set of entrenched systems and
interests that are fundamentally undemocratic' (p. 1) . . . this book provides very balanced and concise
overviews of Japanese politics."?Koji Murata, Journal of Japanese Studies (Summer 2012)

"Ikuo Kabashima and Gill Steel have done it! They have insightfully and forcefully revealed how the
Japanese 'regime change' of 2009 was prepared at the grassroots level. Changing Politics in Japan features a
vast amount of data from the 'perspective from below,' the citizen/elite and voter/party relationships. This is a
very accessible book for understanding the 'changing Japan.'"?Takashi Inoguchi, President, University of
Niigata Prefecture and Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

"Changing Politics in Japan provides an up-to-date, integrated, and historically salient argument about the
links between parties, politicians, and elections in postwar Japan. Ikuo Kabashima and Gill Steel expand on
the rising role of the media and changes in the nature of the Japanese bureaucracy."?T. J. Pempel, University
of California, Berkeley

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn Looney:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Changing Politics in Japan as your daily resource information.



Vickie Hintz:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Changing Politics in Japan it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Fred Simpson:

This Changing Politics in Japan is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Changing Politics in Japan in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Warner Gomez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Changing Politics in Japan can make you experience more interested to read.
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