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Nishiyama Matsunosuke is one of the most important historians of Tokugawa
(Edo) popular culture, yet until now his work has never been translated into a
Western language. Edo Culture presents a selection of Nishiyama’s writings that
serves not only to provide an excellent introduction to Tokugawa cultural history
but also to fill many gaps in our knowledge of the daily life and diversions of the
urban populace of the time. Many essays focus on the most important theme of
Nishiyama’s work: the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries as a time of
appropriation and development of Japan’s culture by its urban commoners.

In the first of three main sections, Nishiyama outlines the history of Edo (Tokyo)
during the city’s formative years, showing how it was shaped by the constant
interaction between its warrior and commoner classes. Next, he discusses the
spirit and aesthetic of the Edo native and traces the woodblock prints known as
ukiyo-e to the communal activities of the city’s commoners. Section two focuses
on the interaction of urban and rural culture during the nineteenth century and on
the unprecedented cultural diffusion that occurred with the help of itinerant
performers, pilgrims, and touring actors. Among the essays is a delightful and
detailed discourse on Tokugawa cuisine. The third section is dedicated to music
and theatre, beginning with a study of no, which was patronized mainly by the
aristocracy but surprisingly by commoners as well. In separate chapters,
Nishiyama analyzes the relation of social classes to musical genres and the
aesthetics of kabuki. The final chapter focuses on vaudeville houses supported by
the urban masses.
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Nishiyama Matsunosuke is one of the most important historians of Tokugawa (Edo) popular culture, yet until
now his work has never been translated into a Western language. Edo Culture presents a selection of
Nishiyama’s writings that serves not only to provide an excellent introduction to Tokugawa cultural history
but also to fill many gaps in our knowledge of the daily life and diversions of the urban populace of the time.
Many essays focus on the most important theme of Nishiyama’s work: the seventeenth to nineteenth
centuries as a time of appropriation and development of Japan’s culture by its urban commoners.

In the first of three main sections, Nishiyama outlines the history of Edo (Tokyo) during the city’s formative
years, showing how it was shaped by the constant interaction between its warrior and commoner classes.
Next, he discusses the spirit and aesthetic of the Edo native and traces the woodblock prints known as ukiyo-
e to the communal activities of the city’s commoners. Section two focuses on the interaction of urban and
rural culture during the nineteenth century and on the unprecedented cultural diffusion that occurred with the
help of itinerant performers, pilgrims, and touring actors. Among the essays is a delightful and detailed
discourse on Tokugawa cuisine. The third section is dedicated to music and theatre, beginning with a study
of no, which was patronized mainly by the aristocracy but surprisingly by commoners as well. In separate
chapters, Nishiyama analyzes the relation of social classes to musical genres and the aesthetics of kabuki.
The final chapter focuses on vaudeville houses supported by the urban masses.
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Editorial Review

Review
One is grateful to the patient Nishiyama and the no-less-deserving Groemer for giving us all of this attractive
and significant information.-- "Japan Times"

Review
One is grateful to the patient Nishiyama and the no-less-deserving Groemer for giving us all of this attractive
and significant information. (Japan Times)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Japanese

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Edo Culture: Daily Life and Diversions in
Urban Japan, 1600-1868 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you studying
a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Edo
Culture: Daily Life and Diversions in Urban Japan, 1600-1868, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Daryl Church:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the



spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Edo Culture: Daily Life and Diversions in Urban Japan, 1600-1868.

Richard Plummer:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Edo Culture: Daily Life and Diversions in Urban Japan, 1600-1868. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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