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Rap’s critique of police brutality in the 1980s. The Hip Hop Political Convention.
The rise (and fall) of Kwame Kilpatrick, the “hip-hop mayor” of Detroit. Barack
Obama echoing the body language of Jay-Z on the campaign trail.

A growing number of black activists and artists claim that rap and hip-hop are the
basis of an influential new urban social movement. Simultaneously, black
citizens evince concern with the effect that rap and hip-hop culture exerts on
African American communities. According to a recent Pew survey conducted on
the opinions of Black Americans, 71 percent of blacks think that rap is a bad
influence. To what extent are African American hopes and fears about hip-hop’s
potential political power justified? In Stare in the Darkness, Lester K. Spence
answers this question using a blend of neoliberal analysis, survey data,
experiments, and case studies.

Spence finds that rap does in fact influence black political attitudes. However,
rap also reproduces rather than critiques neoliberal ideology. Furthermore, black
activists seeking to create an innovative model of hip-hop politics are hamstrung
by their reliance on outmoded forms of organizing. By considering the
possibilities inherent in the most prolific and prominent activities of hip-hop
politics, Stare in the Darkness reveals, in a clear and practical manner, the
political consequences of rap culture for black publics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In Stare in the Darkness, Lester K. Spence brings an essential degree of clarity and precision to our
understandings of popular culture and political expression. This book is engaging and nuanced, and it will
enrich in an original fashion our understanding of hip-hop as well as black politics." —Richard Iton, author
of In Search of the Black Fantastic: Politics and Popular Culture in the Post-Civil Rights Era

"Stare in the Darkness offers brilliant insight into the political realities of contemporary black life. More
importantly though, Stare in the Darkness is remixed, chopped and screwed in ways that hip-hop heads will
certainly love and more than a few social scientists will find great value in." —Mark Anthony Neal, coeditor
of That’s the Joint: The Hip-Hop Studies Reader

About the Author

Lester K. Spence is assistant professor of political science at Johns Hopkins University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Jorge:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and
Black Politics. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Here thing why that Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be



happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Stare in
the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics in e-book can be your alternate.

Ricardo Bishop:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Stare
in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics.

Travis Pope:

You may get this Stare in the Darkness: The Limits of Hip-hop and Black Politics by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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