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Finalist for the 2014 Phillip K. Dick Award

Elizabeth Barnabus lives a double life — as herself and as her brother, the private
detective. Sheistrying to solve the mystery of a disappearing aristocrat and a
hoard of arcane machines. In her way stand the rogues, freaks and self-
proclaimed alchemists of atravelling circus.

But when she comes up against an agent of the all-powerful Patent Office, her
life and the course of history will begin to change. And not necessarily for the
better...
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Editorial Review

Review

“Steeped in illusion and grounded in an alternative history of the Luddite Rebellion, Duncan’s strong
supernatural mystery serves ably as both a standal one adventure and the start to a series... Strategically
placed steampunk tropes inform but do not overwhelm Elizabeth’ s headlong quest to find a missing
aristocrat sought by the Patent Office, which is fixated on both achieving perfection and eliminating
“unseemly science.” A hazardous border crossing into the permissively corrupt Kingdom of England and
Southern Wales provides ample excitement, and a glossary at the novel’s conclusion hints enticingly at a
much more involved story to come.”

—Publishers Weekly

“1 was completely caught up in her adventure and her plight. | think steampunk readers and fantasy/sci-fi
readers will enjoy this one, so I’'m recommending it for them even though (and to some extent because) its
use of steampunk is abit different. | found it to be a refreshing change from more formulaic steampunk
novels.”

—Popcorn Reads

“A detective story with a difference ... Chapters begin with quotes from the legendary Bullet-Catcher’s
Handbook, phrases that introduce not only the idea of illusion that pervades the novel, but also the author’s
sly humour. [Duncan’s misdirection is] subtly and well done, all the way through the book, right to a neat
little twist at the end, a play on thetitle that had me nodding in approval. Each [character] isvividly
portrayed, lively enough to fedl like the heroes of their own stories, all with distinctive voices; it's always a
good sign when you find yourself reading dial ogue out loud, rolling your lips and tongue around the words.
Rod Duncan’ s talent has combined inventive plot and characterisation to create a smart, amusing and
fascinating tale that had me reading long into the night.”

—Fantasy Faction

“It’ s al steampunk and circus wonder as we follow the adventures of Elizabeth Barnabas.The double crosses
along the way keep the plot tight and fun, and the conclusion sets us up nicely for book two.”
—The Washington Post, Best New Science Fiction and Steampunk

About the Author

Rod Duncan is a published crime writer. Hisfirst novel Backlash was shortlisted for the CWA John Creasey
Dagger, and he has since written three other novels (all Simon & Schuster UK), and had hisfirst screenplay
produced.

His background isin scientific research and computing, and he livesin Leicester.
Y ou can find Rod online at www.rodduncan.co.ukand follow him @RodDuncan on Twitter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lori Johnson:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this The Bullet-Catcher's Daughter: The Fall of the Gas-Lit
Empire, Book 1 to read.

Richard Twombly:

The guide with title The Bullet-Catcher's Daughter: The Fall of the Gas-Lit Empire, Book 1 haslot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Owen Neri:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. The Bullet-Catcher's Daughter: The Fall of the Gas-Lit Empire, Book 1 can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Robert Alston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Bullet-
Catcher's Daughter: The Fall of the Gas-Lit Empire, Book 1.
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