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One of the most profound events in sixteenth-century North America was a
ferocious battle between the Spanish army of Hernando de Soto and a larger
force of Indian warriors under the leadership of a feared chieftain named
Tascalusa. The site of this battle was a small fortified border town within an
Indian province known as Mabila. Although the Indians were defeated, the battle
was a decisive blow to Spanish plans for the conquest and settlement of what is
now the southeastern United States. For in that battle, De Soto’s army lost its
baggage, including all proofs of the richness of the land—proofs that would be
necessary to attract future colonists. Facing such a severe setback, De Soto led
his army once more into the interior of the continent, where he was not to
survive. The ragtag remnants of his once-mighty expedition limped into Mexico
some three years later, thankful to be alive. The clear message of their ordeal was
that this new land, then known as La Florida, could not be easily subjugated.
 
But where, exactly, did this decisive battle of Mabila take place? The accounts
left by the Spanish chroniclers provide clues, but they are vague, so lacking in
corroboration that without additional supporting evidence, it is impossible to
trace De Soto’s trail on a modern map with any degree of certainty. Within this
volume, 17 scholars—specialists in history, folklore, geography, geology, and
archaeology—provide a new and encouragingly fresh perspective on the current
status of the search for Mabila. Although there is a widespread consensus that the
event took place in the southern part of what is now Alabama, the truth is that to
this day, nobody knows where Mabila is—neither the contributors to this
volume, nor any of the historians and archaeologists, amateur and professional,
who have long sought it. One can rightfully say that the lost battle site of Mabila
is the predominant historical mystery of the Deep South.
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One of the most profound events in sixteenth-century North America was a ferocious battle between the
Spanish army of Hernando de Soto and a larger force of Indian warriors under the leadership of a feared
chieftain named Tascalusa. The site of this battle was a small fortified border town within an Indian province
known as Mabila. Although the Indians were defeated, the battle was a decisive blow to Spanish plans for
the conquest and settlement of what is now the southeastern United States. For in that battle, De Soto’s army
lost its baggage, including all proofs of the richness of the land—proofs that would be necessary to attract
future colonists. Facing such a severe setback, De Soto led his army once more into the interior of the
continent, where he was not to survive. The ragtag remnants of his once-mighty expedition limped into
Mexico some three years later, thankful to be alive. The clear message of their ordeal was that this new land,
then known as La Florida, could not be easily subjugated.
 
But where, exactly, did this decisive battle of Mabila take place? The accounts left by the Spanish
chroniclers provide clues, but they are vague, so lacking in corroboration that without additional supporting
evidence, it is impossible to trace De Soto’s trail on a modern map with any degree of certainty. Within this
volume, 17 scholars—specialists in history, folklore, geography, geology, and archaeology—provide a new
and encouragingly fresh perspective on the current status of the search for Mabila. Although there is a
widespread consensus that the event took place in the southern part of what is now Alabama, the truth is that
to this day, nobody knows where Mabila is—neither the contributors to this volume, nor any of the historians
and archaeologists, amateur and professional, who have long sought it. One can rightfully say that the lost
battle site of Mabila is the predominant historical mystery of the Deep South.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Of all the De Soto sites that might be found, locating the site of Mabila would do the most for firming up a
long stretch of the route. This volume brings together the brightest and the best to sift through all the
evidence, and this work will serve as the basis for the archaeological research that must be done if we are to
ever find the site of Mabila.”—Charles Hudson, Franklin Professor of Anthropology and History Emeritus
from The University of Georgia

“This volume reports on ten years of concentrated effort to do a targeted Soto investigation, following up on
centenary studies that established the major questions. It provides a model for such an interdisciplinary
workshop, and honestly reveals remaining disagreements, the source of new questions. I found also some
very solid new data, new analyses, and new reconstructions worthy of serious attention, plus strong evidence
for the potential success of future collaborative research.”—Patricia Galloway, Associate Professor of
Archival Enterprise and Digital Asset Management, School of Information, University of Texas-Austin

About the Author

Vernon James Knight Jr. is Professor of Anthropology at The University of Alabama.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Musick:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Battle between
Hernando de Soto and Chief Tascalusa. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a new book The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Battle between Hernando
de Soto and Chief Tascalusa. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joshua Stamper:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Battle
between Hernando de Soto and Chief Tascalusa will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking



best book or suitable book with you?

Grace Godwin:

The guide untitled The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Battle between Hernando de Soto and Chief
Tascalusa is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Search for Mabila: The Decisive
Battle between Hernando de Soto and Chief Tascalusa from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Melissa Sands:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Battle
between Hernando de Soto and Chief Tascalusa can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.
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