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"Treason" is a word with many connotations, a word applied to a host of varied
offenses throughout the history of humanity. These essays by Floyd Seyward
Lear analyze the development of the political theory of treason from its
beginning in Roman Law to its transformation in the Germanic custom of the
early Middle Ages.

The author has presented treason as a political idea, possessing historical
continuity, though varying from age to age as it follows the evolution of political
authority itself. These studies trace the shifting emphasis in crimes against the
state from acts directed against a central absolutist authority to acts involving the
personal relationship of a pledged troth and individual fealty. This is a shift from
the concept of majesty in Roman law to the concept of fidelity in Germanic law
with the corollary shift from allegiance as an act of deference to allegiance as a
token of mutual fidelity.

These ideas are examined chronologically across an interval extending from
archaic Roman law to incipiently feudal forms, from which modern theories of
treason, allegiance, and sovereignty derive. Contemporary concepts in these
political areas can hardly be understood apart from their historical origins.
Broadly considered, this work is intended as a contribution to intellectual history.

Further, this collection represents the synthesis of material widely scattered in the
primary sources and relevant secondary works. The two concluding
bibliographical essays are intended as a general survey of the literature relevant
to these studies in Roman and Germanic public law. Descriptive and interpretive
works which deal with treason and its allied aspects of political and legal theory
are not numerous in the English language.
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The author has presented treason as a political idea, possessing historical continuity, though varying from
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Contemporary concepts in these political areas can hardly be understood apart from their historical origins.
Broadly considered, this work is intended as a contribution to intellectual history.

Further, this collection represents the synthesis of material widely scattered in the primary sources and
relevant secondary works. The two concluding bibliographical essays are intended as a general survey of the
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Floyd Seward Lear was Professor of History at Rice University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harry Nelson:

This book untitled Treason in Roman and Germanic Law: Collected Papers to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Martha Albarado:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Treason in Roman and Germanic Law: Collected Papers, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Terrie Newlin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Treason in Roman and
Germanic Law: Collected Papers which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Richard McCormick:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is



just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Treason in Roman and Germanic Law: Collected Papers. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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