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Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-Technical Skills explains
why non-technical skills are vital for safe and effective performance in the
operating theatre. The book provides a full account, with supporting empirical
evidence, of the Non-Technical Skills for Surgeons (NOTSS) system and
behavioural rating framework, which helps identify the key elements involved in
successful operative surgery.

The editors spent the last twelve years as part of the team developing and testing
the NOTSS system and delivering presentations and workshops across the world.
Readers will benefit by having, in one accessible handbook, a description of the
NOTSS system and how it can be used for training, assessment, self-reflection
and event analysis.

The book also examines human error, performance limitations, and global safety
initiatives in surgery. Because it encourages surgeons to reflect on their own
performance and behaviour, it is suitable for surgeons in all specialties and at all
levels.
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Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-Technical Skills explains why non-technical skills
are vital for safe and effective performance in the operating theatre. The book provides a full account, with
supporting empirical evidence, of the Non-Technical Skills for Surgeons (NOTSS) system and behavioural
rating framework, which helps identify the key elements involved in successful operative surgery.

The editors spent the last twelve years as part of the team developing and testing the NOTSS system and
delivering presentations and workshops across the world. Readers will benefit by having, in one accessible
handbook, a description of the NOTSS system and how it can be used for training, assessment, self-reflection
and event analysis.

The book also examines human error, performance limitations, and global safety initiatives in surgery.
Because it encourages surgeons to reflect on their own performance and behaviour, it is suitable for surgeons
in all specialties and at all levels.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Describes very well the process of thought, judgement, analysis and evaluation of risk by surgeons. It
emphasises the role of the surgeon as a leader and setting up and maintenance of standards… This book
explores a new dimension in the operating theatre environment. It is therefore a unique book."
?(BMA Council Chair's Choice, chosen by Dr Mark Porter, BMA Medical Book Awards 2016)

"I am in awe of the knowledge and deep understanding possessed [by the] … contributors of this very
important complementary set of skills that not only should but must be embraced by all surgical teams …"
?Bruce Barraclough, Former President, Royal Australasian College of Surgeons

"It defines the types of decision making that surgeons make on a daily basis without necessarily being aware
of how they reached those decisions. I believe having this insight will help improve performance."
?Professor Sir Norman S. Williams, Past President, Royal College of Surgeons of England

About the Author

Edited by

Rhona Flin, BSc, PhD, FRSE, FBPsS, holds the chair of Applied Psychology and is the director of the
Industrial Psychology Research Centre at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. She was involved in the
NOTECHS project to develop a non-technical skills rating tool for pilots, and supervised the ANTS,
NOTSS, SPLINTS and ANTS-AP projects. She was awarded the Roger Green Medal for Human Factors in
Aerospace (Royal Aeronautical Society) and the John Bruce Medal for Behavioural Science in Surgery
(Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh). Her current research is on non-technical skills, surgeons’ intra-
operative decision making and senior managers’ safety leadership.

George G. Youngson, CBE, MBChB, PhD, FRCPEdin, FRCSEd is an emeritus professor of paediatric
surgery at the Royal Aberdeen Children’s Hospital and University of Aberdeen in Scotland. He is a past vice
president of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and is the founder of its Patient Safety Board. His
interests and contributions have included re-configuration of children’s surgical services in Scotland, surgical
education, and clinical human factors as they affect surgical performance. He has been involved in the
delivery of the NOTSS masterclass in various continents, including Asia, Europe, Africa and North America.

Steven Yule, MA, MSc, PhD, is an assistant professor of surgery at Harvard Medical School in Boston,
Massachusetts. Dr Yule is an Organizational Psychologist and Human Factors scientist. He has been
involved in the development of a number of assessment tools including NOTSS, SPLINTS and the Surgical
Leadership Inventory (SLI). He has led the development of curricula in non-technical skills for surgical
trainees and practising surgeons in the United Kingdom and United States. Dr. Yule is the director of
education & research at the STRATUS Center for Medical Simulation, Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston, where the current research focus is on demonstrating the impact of surgeons’ non-technical skills on



process and outcomes, and implementing scalable interventions to enhance patient safety. He is the vice
chair of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) committee on non-technical skills and also on faculty at
both the Center for Surgery and Public Health and Ariadne Labs for Health System Innovation, at Brigham
& Women’s Hospital/ Harvard School of Public Health.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

The book Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical
Skills has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Marcia Ogburn:

Here thing why this Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-
technical Skills giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no guide that similar with Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills in e-book can be your option.

James Valenzuela:

The book untitled Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice read.

Gail Nugent:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make



someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Enhancing Surgical Performance: A Primer in Non-technical Skills this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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