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"As a global power, the United States will always be interested in Eurasia and
engaged with its peoples and nations. Eurasia is too large and important a part of
the world to be ignored. It casts a shadow of the old Soviet threat forward in
time, and its axis-the Russian Federation-is nuclear-armed. So are its neighbors,
China to the east, India and Pakistan to the south; and there are others in the
queue. Eurasia's new nations are players on today's most urgent global issues:
terrorism; counterproliferation of weapons of mass destruction; economic
stability and growth (including its energy centerpiece); stable political
development (including democratization, its long-term key). . . . So the context
for why Eurasia matters is very large."?from Eurasia's New Frontiers

In Eurasia's New Frontiers, Thomas W. Simons, Jr., a distinguished veteran of
the U.S. Foreign Service with extensive experience in the Communist and post-
Communist worlds, assays the political, economic, and social developments in
the fifteen successor states to the Soviet Union that comprise Eurasia?from
Estonia to Azerbaijan and from Tajikistan to Ukraine, centered on Russia. He
makes a compelling case that the United States can play a large role in shaping
the future of this vast and strategic region, and at less cost than during Soviet
times. This can only be accomplished, however, if U.S. policy toward Eurasia
shifts from alternating hand-wringing and indifference to steady and flexible
engagement that focuses on its fledgling individual nation-states.

Throughout Eurasia, Simons shows, civil society is anemic, market reforms have
been discredited, and political development has been stunted. Authoritarian and
semiauthoritarian regimes are firmly in place from Belarus to Central Asia; in
Ukraine, Moldova, and even Russia, some democratic forms have taken hold; but
everywhere, politics features struggle among elites over access to economic
resources, albeit often defined in terms of "sovereignty." Almost everywhere,
states are consolidating: as resurgent Russia presses on its neighbors, they can
now press back, alone or with help from the outside world. Simons believes that
the post-Soviet space needs stable development of state institutions within which
new civil societies can take root and grow. Potentially strong state institutions
are, in his view, Soviet Communism's "secret gift" to Eurasia, and they may well
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enable the region to become in time an arc of promise, an anchor of relative
stability in a troubled part of the world.

For that to happen, Simons argues, the nationalism that gives content to these
new state structures must be the right kind: civic and inclusionary rather than
ethno-religious and exclusionary. Because Russia is so diverse and its
nationalism so state-oriented, Simons also sees it as more likely to develop that
kind of civic nationalism than some of its new neighbors. The United States has a
limited but real role to play in helping or hindering its emergence everywhere in
Eurasia. If it wishes to help, though, the U.S. must realize that in this part of the
world the path to democracy leads through state development. The U.S. will
continue to advocate for its core values, but it can best act as a City on the Hill
for Eurasia if its policy centers on the emerging new states of today, for they
must be the incubators of tomorrow's civil societies.
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"As a global power, the United States will always be interested in Eurasia and engaged with its peoples and
nations. Eurasia is too large and important a part of the world to be ignored. It casts a shadow of the old
Soviet threat forward in time, and its axis-the Russian Federation-is nuclear-armed. So are its neighbors,
China to the east, India and Pakistan to the south; and there are others in the queue. Eurasia's new nations are
players on today's most urgent global issues: terrorism; counterproliferation of weapons of mass destruction;
economic stability and growth (including its energy centerpiece); stable political development (including
democratization, its long-term key). . . . So the context for why Eurasia matters is very large."?from
Eurasia's New Frontiers

In Eurasia's New Frontiers, Thomas W. Simons, Jr., a distinguished veteran of the U.S. Foreign Service with
extensive experience in the Communist and post-Communist worlds, assays the political, economic, and
social developments in the fifteen successor states to the Soviet Union that comprise Eurasia?from Estonia to
Azerbaijan and from Tajikistan to Ukraine, centered on Russia. He makes a compelling case that the United
States can play a large role in shaping the future of this vast and strategic region, and at less cost than during
Soviet times. This can only be accomplished, however, if U.S. policy toward Eurasia shifts from alternating
hand-wringing and indifference to steady and flexible engagement that focuses on its fledgling individual
nation-states.

Throughout Eurasia, Simons shows, civil society is anemic, market reforms have been discredited, and
political development has been stunted. Authoritarian and semiauthoritarian regimes are firmly in place from
Belarus to Central Asia; in Ukraine, Moldova, and even Russia, some democratic forms have taken hold; but
everywhere, politics features struggle among elites over access to economic resources, albeit often defined in
terms of "sovereignty." Almost everywhere, states are consolidating: as resurgent Russia presses on its
neighbors, they can now press back, alone or with help from the outside world. Simons believes that the
post-Soviet space needs stable development of state institutions within which new civil societies can take
root and grow. Potentially strong state institutions are, in his view, Soviet Communism's "secret gift" to
Eurasia, and they may well enable the region to become in time an arc of promise, an anchor of relative
stability in a troubled part of the world.

For that to happen, Simons argues, the nationalism that gives content to these new state structures must be
the right kind: civic and inclusionary rather than ethno-religious and exclusionary. Because Russia is so
diverse and its nationalism so state-oriented, Simons also sees it as more likely to develop that kind of civic
nationalism than some of its new neighbors. The United States has a limited but real role to play in helping
or hindering its emergence everywhere in Eurasia. If it wishes to help, though, the U.S. must realize that in
this part of the world the path to democracy leads through state development. The U.S. will continue to
advocate for its core values, but it can best act as a City on the Hill for Eurasia if its policy centers on the
emerging new states of today, for they must be the incubators of tomorrow's civil societies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this long essay, Simons, a Foreign Service veteran and former ambassador to Poland and Pakistan,
addresses one of the most vexing intellectual challenges of the post-Soviet world: recognizing political
coherence in the 'confused and confusing intermingling of empire and nation' represented in the 15 Soviet
successor states. The author identifies some of the most fundamental political legacies that define present-
day Eurasia. Readers should reflect carefully on assertions such as 'post-Soviet ethnocultural nationality was
not much of a building block for nationalism' in the Russian Federation. Discussing the consequences of this
and other conditions, affecting all but the Baltic states, Simons contextualizes more obvious political features
like the general weakness of civil society, the intra-elite struggle to control the export of raw materials, and
the fundamental significance of Vladimir Putin. The author concludes with a perceptive account of U.S.-
Eurasian policy in the current Bush administration with such caveats as an awareness that 'neo-containment'
may not be as appropriate for Russia as it was for the Soviet Union and the importance of shaping Russia's
status in the 'far abroad' beyond its neighbors."?Library Journal

"In this small, spare book, Simons is the first to address one of the key failings of U.S. Russia policy,
although in his gentle nudging he cares less about delivering criticism of the past than he does about offering
guidelines for the future. To understand Russia and the rest of the post-Soviet space, he argues, the pieces
have to be put together and treated as a composite. That is, all of the post-Soviet states must be understood in
the context of the stumblings, contradictory paths, and disappointment of Western hopes that they have in
common. When it comes to U.S. policy, patience and taking the long view is what Simons urges: accepting
civil society's dim near-term prospects and the consequent need to engage those who command the state,
while working to gradually transform those leaders. Simons is not despairing. 'Today,' he writes, 'nearly two
decades after the Soviet Union dissolved, Russia's state-nationalism-without-content makes the rest of the
world the arbiter of Russian national identity.'"?Foreign Affairs, January/February 2009

"Tom Simons, as a preeminent scholar and practitioner, helps us think about developments in Eurasia and
then suggests useful options for policy. An illuminating read."?George P. Shultz, U.S. Secretary of State
(1982–1989), Thomas W. and Susan B. Ford Distinguished Fellow, The Hoover Institution, Stanford
University

"Eurasia's New Frontiers is one of the best overall syntheses we have, totally jargon-free and accessible.
Ambassador Simons brings together the views of the best of post-Soviet scholars with his own policy savvy
to give us a sober assessment of the problems and possibilities that face politicians in Eurasia and the
opportunities and constraints that are available to American decision makers. While the West was fixated on
democratization and creating a more benign"New World Order," Russia and most other post-Soviet states
were building stronger, more authoritarian states and divvying up vast economic resources among politically
favored oligarchs. A"liberal empire" of obscenely wealthy capitalists collaborating with hard-nosed political
bosses metamorphosed into assertive regimes that pose unexpected challenges to the United States and its
allies. As America spends its treasure in endless wars against terrorism and radical Islam, its best bet in
Eurasia remains treating Russia and its neighbors with caution and respect."?Ronald Grigor Suny, Charles
Tilly Collegiate Professor of Social and Political History, The University of Michigan, Emeritus Professor of
Political Science and History, The University of Chicago

"Eurasia's New Frontiers is a timely and important book that provides valuable insights for policymakers on



the strategic importance of Eurasia and its evolution in the post-Soviet period. Tom Simons' expertise as an
American diplomat and scholar in this field is unique. He recommends wisely that the United States focus on
relations with the emerging nation-states of the region as our best hope of helping the civil societies growing
within them and marginalizing the ethno-religious nationalism that is manifesting itself in Muslim-majority
countries to their south. United States interests in Eurasia should not be relegated to the back burner in
Washington. Tom Simons' book explains why."?Edward P. Djerejian, Founding Director, Baker Institute for
Public Policy, Rice University, Former United States Ambassador to Syria and Israel and Assistant Secretary
of State for Near Eastern Affairs

"Ambassador Simons is a distinguished diplomat who has had wide experience in Asia as well as critical
responsibilities in Washington, so he can uniquely combine a profound understanding of America's 'New
Frontiers' in oil-rich Eurasia with a broad world view which he uses to make sense of an area Americans
know too little about ?even as they are growing ever more dependent on Central Asia economically and
becoming deeply immersed in it politically and militarily. Rightly emphasizing the overriding importance of
the region's mineral wealth and state-controlled political power, he superbly analyzes a growing Russian
presence in Eurasia that is fueling a new Cold war. Simons's succinct account climaxes with a revealing
dissection of recent American policies and also prescriptions for the future U.S. President. This is a major,
most needed contribution."?Walter LaFeber, Andrew and James Tisch University Professor Emeritus,
Cornell University

About the Author
Thomas W. Simons, Jr. is Visiting Scholar at the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies and
Lecturer in Government at Harvard University. He was a member of the U.S. Foreign Service from 1963
through 1998. Simons was American Ambassador to Poland (1990-1993) and to Pakistan (1996-1998), and
as Coordinator of U.S. Assistance to the New Independent States of the former Soviet Union (1993-1995) he
traveled to and worked with the leaderships of all fifteen. He is the author of The End of the Cold War?;
Eastern Europe in the Postwar World; and Islam in a Globalizing World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Eurasia's New Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open Futures. Try to
the actual book Eurasia's New Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open Futures as your buddy. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Lauren Joseph:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Eurasia's New
Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open Futures? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.



Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Michelle Morrow:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Eurasia's New Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open Futures as the
daily resource information.

James Butler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Eurasia's New Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open
Futures why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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