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Only four men survived the plane crash. The pilot. A politician. A cop... and the
criminal he was shackled to.

On an icy night in October 1984, a commuter plane carrying nine passengers
crashed in the remote wilderness of northern Alberta, killing six people. Four
survived: the rookie pilot, a prominent politician, a cop, and the criminal he was
escorting to face charges. Despite the poor weather, Erik Vogel, the 24-year-old
pilot, was under intense pressure to fly. Larry Shaben, the author's father and
Canada's first Muslim Cabinet Minister, was commuting home after a busy week
at the Alberta Legislature. Constable Scott Deschamps was escorting Paul
Archambault, a drifter wanted on an outstanding warrant. Against regulations,
Archambault's handcuffs were removed-a decision that would profoundly impact
the men's survival.

As the men fight through the night to stay alive, the dividing lines of power,
wealth, and status are erased, and each man is forced to confront the precious and
limited nature of his existence.
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Only four men survived the plane crash. The pilot. A politician. A cop... and the criminal he was shackled to.

On an icy night in October 1984, a commuter plane carrying nine passengers crashed in the remote
wilderness of northern Alberta, killing six people. Four survived: the rookie pilot, a prominent politician, a
cop, and the criminal he was escorting to face charges. Despite the poor weather, Erik Vogel, the 24-year-old
pilot, was under intense pressure to fly. Larry Shaben, the author's father and Canada's first Muslim Cabinet
Minister, was commuting home after a busy week at the Alberta Legislature. Constable Scott Deschamps
was escorting Paul Archambault, a drifter wanted on an outstanding warrant. Against regulations,
Archambault's handcuffs were removed-a decision that would profoundly impact the men's survival.

As the men fight through the night to stay alive, the dividing lines of power, wealth, and status are erased,
and each man is forced to confront the precious and limited nature of his existence.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In October 1984, a commuter plane crashed in northern Alberta. Of the 10 people aboard, there were 4
survivors: the pilot, an RCMP constable, the prisoner he was transporting, and the author’s father, the late
Larry Shaben, Alberta’s housing minister. Journalist Shaben relies heavily on the memories of the survivors,
who formed an improbable bond as they waited, desperately, to be rescued from almost certain death from
their injuries and from the freezing temperature. The rescue comes about halfway through the book. The rest
of it explores the crash’s aftermath and the lives of the survivors. Paul Archambault’s story is the most
interesting. A prisoner with a long rap sheet (car theft, breaking and entering), he became a hero after the
crash, saving the RCMP constable’s life and helping to keep his fellow survivors warm and safe until the
rescuers came. For him, the crash was a life-changing event, but ultimately his life ended tragically.
Although author Shaben’s father was one of the survivors, she divides the limelight among all four of them. -
-David Pitt

Review
"Gripping and emotionally affecting. . . a deep and satisfying book."?Washington Post

"[Shaben] vividly recreates how these four total strangers managed to survive the tragedy."?New York Post

"With Into the Abyss Carol Shaben gives us an astonishing true story of catastrophe and redemption. Shaben
writes from the inside out, as in the best non-fiction, creating a nuanced and tightly braided portrait of four
men and their shared trauma that is by turns terrifying and deeply humane. Every line in this story rings
true."?John Vaillant, author of The Tiger

"Electrifying...Shaben's riveting narrative is filled with heart and the story is well told."?Publishers Weekly

"[T]his is a complex, chilling narrative rendered with depth and precision, engaged in both its characters and
the larger social moment... A worthy addition to the canon of extreme-survival nonfiction."?Kirkus

"As a concept, it doesn't get much better [than this]... Into the Abyss is in the best traditions of true-life
journalism and grips from beginning to end."?Iain Finlayson, The Times

"The gripping account . . . is ultimately about the survivors, telling the story in scouring yet respectful detail
of the four men who limped away from the fatal crash."?Fish Griwkowsky, Edmonton Journal

"A story that has haunted Vancouver-based writer Carol Shaben, Larry's daughter, since it happened... She
was able to use [Archambault's] story to take readers along on that stormy night, to the side of a mountain
where four men struggled to stay alive overnight alongside the six others who had died."?Tracy Sherlock,
Vancouver Sun

About the Author
Carol Shaben won two Canadian National Magazine Awards--a Gold Medal for Investigative Reporting and
a Silver Medal for Politics and Public Interest--for articles that highlighted the subject of this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

This Into the Abyss: An Extraordinary True Story book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Into the Abyss: An Extraordinary True Story without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Into the Abyss: An
Extraordinary True Story can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Into the Abyss: An Extraordinary
True Story having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Vickie Hintz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Into the Abyss: An Extraordinary True Story
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Leif Gibbs:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Into the
Abyss: An Extraordinary True Story is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

William Rocha:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Into the Abyss: An
Extraordinary True Story which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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