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The famous animal tale of the six blind men and the elephant, in which each of
the blind men describes the elephant differently, depending on the part of the
creature touched, has been interpreted in ways nearly as varied as the blind men's
descriptions. In each of these various interpretations, the story demonstrates the
use of animal metaphors to express important issues. As Claude Levy-Strauss
famously said: "animals are good to think." The focus of the encyclopedia is on
animals and their symbolism in diverse world cultures and in different eras of
human history. Most entries on particular animals begin with brief zoological
information, which includes the animal's scientific name and classification as
well as its range, habitat, and behavior. Main, general entries on cultural,
chronological and geographical areas include cross-references to specific cultures
discussed in greater detail. Other broader entries address the significance of
animals in their own environments (e.g., architecture of animals, tools used by
animals), and still others deal with animals in the human sphere (e.g., pet
animals, zoo). The ways that people think about animals and what people do to
and with animals as a result are discussed in more theoretical entries, such as
anomalous animal and complimentary duality. Some entries deal with the ways
in which animals are depicted (composition, X-ray images). The work concludes
with a Bibliography, and Index of Names, and an Appendix of Animal
Taxonomy.
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The famous animal tale of the six blind men and the elephant, in which each of the blind men describes the
elephant differently, depending on the part of the creature touched, has been interpreted in ways nearly as
varied as the blind men's descriptions. In each of these various interpretations, the story demonstrates the use
of animal metaphors to express important issues. As Claude Levy-Strauss famously said: "animals are good
to think." The focus of the encyclopedia is on animals and their symbolism in diverse world cultures and in
different eras of human history. Most entries on particular animals begin with brief zoological information,
which includes the animal's scientific name and classification as well as its range, habitat, and behavior.
Main, general entries on cultural, chronological and geographical areas include cross-references to specific
cultures discussed in greater detail. Other broader entries address the significance of animals in their own
environments (e.g., architecture of animals, tools used by animals), and still others deal with animals in the
human sphere (e.g., pet animals, zoo). The ways that people think about animals and what people do to and
with animals as a result are discussed in more theoretical entries, such as anomalous animal and
complimentary duality. Some entries deal with the ways in which animals are depicted (composition, X-ray
images). The work concludes with a Bibliography, and Index of Names, and an Appendix of Animal
Taxonomy.
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Editorial Review

Review
“… international in scope…Overall, entries are evocative and illustrative rather than exhaustive. Virtually
every page has at least one black and white drawing. At the end are a useful bibliography and an index of
persons that indicates main entries in capitals. Affordably priced this volume finds a niche only partially
filled by such guides as Marvin Shaw and Richard Warren’s A Viewer’s Guide to Art: A Glossary of Gods,
People and Creatures (1991) Recommended. All levels.” – Choice 9/04 (G.M. Herrmann Organ Australia)

“Hugely important. One of the most enjoyable reads in the area of textbooks we have seen this year.
Recommended as a teaching text in Anthropology and Art History courses. Recommended as a general
reference text for all college-level and public sector libraries.” –Electric Review. net, September / October
2004

“Hope Werness’s encyclopedia is a welcome addition to the study of animal symbolism in art.… The work is
highly recommended for all academic and public libraries, and for special collections. It will also be a
valuable individual purchase for all scholars who are interested in animal symbolism.” - ARBA online
(American Reference Books Annual), Vol. 36, 2005 (American Reference Books Annual)

“The focus of the encyclopedia is on animals and their symbolism in diverse world cultures and in different
eras of human history.” –Tulanian, Spring 2005

From the Publisher
"… international in scope…Overall, entries are evocative and illustrative rather than exhaustive. Virtually
every page has at least one black and white drawing. At the end are a useful bibliography and an index of
persons that indicates main entries in capitals. Affordably priced this volume finds a niche only partially
filled by such guides as Marvin Shaw and Richard Warren’s A Viewer’s Guide to Art: A Glossary of Gods,
People and Creatures (1991) Recommended. All levels." –Choice

"Hugely important. One of the most enjoyable reads in the area of textbooks we have seen this year.
Recommended as a teaching text in Anthropology and Art History courses. Recommended as a general
reference text for all college-level and public sector libraries." –Electric Review. net

About the Author
Hope D. Werness is professor of art at California State University, Stanislaus. An art historian specializing in
tribal, Precolumbian, and 19th and 20th European art, she is also a practicing artist, working in ceramics. She
is the author of The Symbolism of Mirrors in Art from Ancient Times to the Present.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Continuum



Encyclopedia of Animal Symbolism in World Art will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or suitable book with you?

Mary Crouch:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has different
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do that. You
must know how great as well as important the book The Continuum Encyclopedia of Animal Symbolism in
World Art. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Annamarie Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Continuum Encyclopedia of Animal Symbolism in World Art it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Louise Suttle:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely The Continuum Encyclopedia of Animal Symbolism in World Art.
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