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A philosopher, architect, astronomer, and polymath, Thomas Jefferson lived at a
time when geography was considered the "mother of all sciences.” Although he
published only a single printed map, Jefferson was aso regarded as a geographer,
owing to hisinterest in and use of geographic and cartographic materials during
his many careers?attorney, farmer, sometime surveyor, and regional and national
politician?and in his twilight years at Monticello. For roughly twenty-five years
he was involved in amost all elements of the urban planning of Washington,
D.C., and his surveying skills were reflected in his architectural drawings,
including those of the iconic grounds of the University of Virginia. He
understood maps not only as valuable for planning but as essentia for future land
claims and devel opment, exploration and navigation, and continental commercial
enterprise.

In The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision, Joel
Kovarsky charts the importance of geography and maps as foundational for
Jefferson’ s lifelong pursuits. Although the world had already seen the Age of
Exploration and the great sea voyages of Captain James Cook, Jefferson lived in
atime when geography was of primary importance, prefiguring the rapid
specializations of the mid- to late-nineteenth-century world. In thisillustrated
exploration of Jefferson’s passion for geography?including hisrolein planning
the route followed and regions explored by Lewis and Clark’s Corps of
Discovery, aswell as other expeditions into the vast expanse of the Louisiana
Purchase?Kovarsky reveals how geographical knowledge was essential to the
manifold interests of the Sage of Monticello.
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A philosopher, architect, astronomer, and polymath, Thomas Jefferson lived at a time when geography was
considered the "mother of all sciences." Although he published only a single printed map, Jefferson was also
regarded as a geographer, owing to hisinterest in and use of geographic and cartographic materials during
his many careers?attorney, farmer, sometime surveyor, and regional and national politician?and in his
twilight years at Monticello. For roughly twenty-five years he was involved in ailmost all elements of the
urban planning of Washington, D.C., and his surveying skills were reflected in his architectural drawings,
including those of the iconic grounds of the University of Virginia. He understood maps not only as valuable
for planning but as essential for future land claims and development, exploration and navigation, and
continental commercial enterprise.

In The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision, Joel Kovarsky chartsthe
importance of geography and maps as foundational for Jefferson’slifelong pursuits. Although the world had
aready seen the Age of Exploration and the great sea voyages of Captain James Cook, Jefferson lived in a
time when geography was of primary importance, prefiguring the rapid specializations of the mid- to late-
nineteenth-century world. In thisillustrated exploration of Jefferson’s passion for geography?including his
role in planning the route followed and regions explored by Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery, aswell
as other expeditions into the vast expanse of the Louisiana Purchase?K ovarsky reveals how geographical
knowledge was essential to the manifold interests of the Sage of Monticello.
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Editorial Review
Review

Joel Kovarsky offers the reflections of a passionate map expert on an important and neglected dimension of
Jefferson's life and work. The book is a guided tour of the maps and geographic ideas that meant something
to Jefferson over the course of hislife, one that opens a new window into his broader vision for early
America.

(S. Max Edelson, University of Virginia)

Kovarsky has succeeded admirably in presenting a comprehensive review of Jefferson’s geographic and
cartographic associations, whether they resulted in the production of a geographic text, published or
manuscript maps, or a concept/idea that produced a practical/tangible product. His research is thorough and
solid, and he offers new facets and perspectives on Jefferson’s geographical contributionsin awell-written
thematic presentation.

(Ronald E. Grim, Curator of Maps, Norman B. Leventhal Map Center at the Boston Public Library)

Kovarsky’s book shows that understanding Jefferson requires an appreciation for hisimmersion in
geographic concepts and questions. The author’s own deep knowledge of the maps of the era enriches the
story.

(William C. Wooldridge Virginia Magazine of History and Biography)
I laud Mr. Kovarsky for his wonderful work and research in tackling a previously unaddressed cartographic
topic. | recommend this book without reservation to individuals, organizations and institutions in enhancing

their carto- graphic or geographic reference library and to Washington Map Society members as a valuable
and insightful read.

(Douglas R. Lyon The Portolan)
Using Jefferson's substantial contributions to the early mapping of the USA throughout his long productive

life as the focus of study, this book provides a useful and thorough examination and review of the thinking
and methods behind the creation of early mapsin the USA, rather than merely a description of those maps.

"[A] useful introduction for those seeking a brief review of the landscape of Jeffersonian geography.

(Historical Geography)



The book iswell written and lets Jefferson speak for himself through his writings, which allows the reader to
‘get inside hismind'. | can confidently recommend this book as an intriguing look at Thomas Jefferson’s
view of geography and cartography.

(Judith Tyner Geographical Review)

Kovarsky reminds us of the wide-ranging ways to employ and also display geographic knowledge, beyond
map creation, in the early American republic and he has created a useful reference for Jefferson’ s interests
and their underlying connections to geography and the physical world.

(Jordan Fansler H-Net Reviews)
About the Author

Joel S. Kovarsky isthe owner of The Prime Meridian: Antique Maps and Books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gilbert Johnson:

The book The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The True
Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision? A humber of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous
world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Thompson:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision.

Debra Sudduth:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside



look likes. Maybe you answer can be The True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision
why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Henry Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The
True Geography of Our Country: Jefferson’s Cartographic Vision.
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